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"The Good W ay"
G. B. Williamson*
h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t has always been con fron ted b y alternatives.
The C hurch o f the N azarene is at a fork in the road. The narrow
way has som e forbiddin g steeps. The broad w a y seems easier and less
demanding. Jesus join ed H is counsel w ith that o f the H ebrew prophets
who preceded Him. H e w arned that the broad w ay, w hich seems
more appealing and has m ore travelers, leads to destruction, w hile He
showed the n arrow w a y to be safer and its destination life everm ore.
The question is, A re w e interested in the pleasurable things of
earth, or are w e con cern ed that w e shall “ glorify G od in this life and
enjoy Him fo re v e r” ? D o w e desire the com pany of the saints or the
commendation o f sinners? D o w e want the approval and applause of
the w orldly-m in ded or the “ W ell d on e” of the S aviou r? The im m e
diate attractions are tem porary and empty. The strong reasons for
self-denial, self-discipline, and concentration on things eternal are
eloquent and convincing.
The eyes o f G od and man have us in focu s today. W e started out
to avoid the rigid lim itations o f legalism and the pitfalls of worldliness.
We charted ou r w a y as th ou ghtfully and w isely as possible with our
human foresight. The ch oice is with us now . The dem and for a de
cision is inescapable. D eep convictions, farseeing vision, and sincere
love of G od and holiness all dictate that we, with resounding voice,
vote for “ the good w a y ,” that w e m ay w alk therein.
If we look back across 20 centuries o f ch u rch history w e can but
be persuaded that the w a y ou r founding fathers m arked out for them 
selves is “ the good w a y ” for their posterity. The failure and futility
of the church that has lost its identity as a separated com pany in p u r
suit of the eternal values is a stark rem inder that the C hurch m ust be
■ in the w orld and not o f it.
A ny serious consideration of the current facts w hich concern
church grow th argue em phatically for the C hurch of the N azarene to
hold to the cou rse that gave rise to ou r beginning and that has brought
us to the position of strength w e hold today. W e learn that the large
denominations that have diluted their doctrines, low ered their guide
lines for conduct, and abated their evangelistic fervor are either los
ing in m em bership or are struggling to hold their own. The groups that
are showing grow th are the ones with com m itm ent to their distinctive
doctrines, rugged dem ands for the separated life, and evangelistic

T

(

*General superintendent emeritus

( Continued on page 42)

EDITOR
The Holiness Movement in 71
did not alw ays see eye to eye o n peripheral matters
and there m ay have b een fu zzy areas in their thinking. B ut th ey had ;
pretty clear idea o f w hat w as peripheral and w hat w as central, and to thi
central core they w ere com m itted w ith a consum ing passion. It was this sur<
sense of m ission w hich not on ly h eld them together, b u t m ade them dynam ic
so that the fledgling ch u rch w h ich cam e from their labors cou ld truthfull;
b e called a m ovem ent. It was not coa xed along b y the p rod din g o f efficienc;
experts, but was swept along b y the inner d rive o f passion.
The special genius o f this m ovem ent w as its blending o f evangelisti
fervor w ith an unpopular doctrinal cause. T h ey them selves spoke o f thei
evangelism as holiness evangelism. T h ey had a dual aim— to w in m en t
Christ and “ spread scriptural holiness ov er these lands.” Salvation w as no
fu ll unless it inclu ded pu rity as w ell as pardon. A t first th ey dream ed c
“ Christianizing C hristianity” from w ithin the churches. W h en that drear
had to be abandoned, th ey w en t everyw h ere planting ch u rch es w h ich c o u l
live w ithin the p rotective shelter o f a united holiness denom ination; b u t eve:
then their goal w as the same— to perm eate C hristendom w ith the holines
message.
A n d w ith them it was a “ m essage” — urgent, dem anding, glorious, an
all-im portant. It w as im portant en ough to com m and their total tim e an
com m itm ent. T h ey w ere u rged on b y a sense o f responsibility. T h eir lov
fo r Christ and m en com pelled them to preach everyw h ere that Christ cou l
sanctify as w ell as ju stify, that holiness w as the heart o f Christian doctrin
and o f Christian experience, and that inner holiness m ust be validated b y
h oly life. W h en these evangels invaded an already ch u rch ed com m unit
it w as w ithout apology, fo r they d eeply b elieved th ey had som ething to giv
w hich w as desperately needed b y the ch urched as w ell as the unchurchec
To w ithhold it w ou ld be sin.
It is on ly this kind o f passion and this unabashed com m itm ent w h ic
can m ake the C hurch o f the Nazarene a virile m ovem ent in the seventie:
Synthetic substitute m otivations w ill not w ork. N o m atter h o w h igh -p ow ere
the organization or clever the p rom otion or constant the pressure fo r evar
gelism, the C hurch o f the N azarene cannot b e w hat it is supposed to b e if thi
do-or-die, dow n-to-the-last-m an sense o f m ission is lost. L u k ew a rm commii
m ent to a religious stance, as sort o f a co z y and fam iliar cultural pattern, w i
stalemate us.
Just as there cannot b e successful substitutes fo r the dynam ic sense c
mission, so likew ise there cannot be successful substitutions in the m ission i1
self. It m ust still b e the spread o f scriptural holiness. This alone presents
u r fo u n d in g fa t h e r s
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whole Christ fo r the w h ole man. If w e fum ble in defining ou r mission, w e w ill
falter in fulfillin g it.
As w e face a n ew year, therefore, let us rem ind ourselves that w e are
not a ch u rch look in g fo r a creed. W e are not groping fo r a standard o f
ethics. W e believe ou r creed expresses the teaching of the B ible. W e believe
our rules, w h ile n ot perfect, nevertheless m ake practical the basic ethical prin 
ciples of the B ible. W e believe that this m essage and these ethical standards are
urgently needed in these m uddled, lawless times. T herefore ou r com m itm ent
is not a m ild and passive affair, w h ich renders lip service but pays no price.
It is not to “ ou r tradition” w h ich w e lam ely defen d and fo r w h ich w e are
more apologetic than exultant. O ur com m itm ent is rather ou r h o ly conviction.
It captains ou r ambitions. It consum es ou r energies. O ur hearts b u m w ithin
us as w e p ra y about it, talk about, plan fo r it. If a teacher, ou r students k n ow
it. If an evangelist, ou r crow d s feel it. If a pastor, ou r people sense it. N o
one is in doubt. A n d in 1971 ours w ill b e a “ m ovem ent” because the m ovem ent
is in us.

Mew Year's Prayer for Preachers
By WiSson R. Lanpher*
Our Father in Heaven:
W e are entering a new year, unknow n except to Thee. We thank Thee
for mercies, routine and unusual. A n d w e thank Thee especially for the
privilege o f being needed. Som etim es w e forget this in the tugging round
of responsibilities, and w e grow less useful, as indiscreet and unreason
able people perplex and grind.
Tem per the sudden onslaught o f problem s, w hile w e arrange them
against the background o f Calvary love.
Save us from being “ gim m ick masters,” until our m inistry becom es
shallow and painless. In our effort to w in the w orld and influence people,
keep us from giving aw ay too m uch o f the antiseptic quality o f salt so
valued in Thy teaching. Cut through our drives fo r security, and let the
prophetic role have its proper emphasis. G ive us a feeling for ou r broth
er pastor, fill w e abandon the leprous pride o f grow ing at his expense.
Save us from becom ing “ hucksters” in religious things. Help us to be
affected by our ow n m inistry, so the fruits o f the Spirit w e preach about
are exem plified b y grow in g and im proving messengers.
A bove all, lift our eyes above the w ear and tear o f inevitable hurts
and crosses. G ive us the long view, and let it com e often and clear.
R em ind us by Thy grace that w e are not only sons o f the King, but
also ambassadors to a w orld coarsened and deceived by sin.
G ive us a grow in g love fo r the souls o f m en till w e seek them for their
ow n sake, not for what they can add to our statistics or stories.
A nd help us to be faithful and gentle with our families, w hile w e
seek to w in others.
In Thy name,
Am en.
•Superintendent, Kansas City District.

January, 1971

3

The "w istfu l g e n e ra tio n "

Winning Young Adults
By Melvin McCullough*

c o u l d b e that the Church, look 
ing through the lens o f the G reat
Com m ission, has seen the w orld as
h er parish, has seen masses o f p eo
ple, w ithout seeing the “ you n g adult.”
Y ou n g adulthood has been a neg
lected area o f the evangelism o f the
past. It m ay be that the present p op 
ular spotlighting o f the you n g adult
w ill prom pt the C hurch to take a
hard look at him through the low er
part o f the bifocal lens and discover
him as an individual, a candidate for
th e kingdom of God.

I
t

T h eir strategic im portance
The strategic im portance o f you n g
adults should be considered. If they
are not doing so already, they w ill
soon be editing ou r newspapers, ru n 
ning o r ruining ou r country, educat
ing ou r children, and shaping the m or
al and spiritual direction o f the era.
Y ou n g adults are no longer a small
m inority of ou r total target area. The
present you n g adult generation start
ed to com e into being in w hat has
com e to be k n ow n as the population
explosion or the “ bab y boom .” L eigh 
ton F ord rem inded us at the U.S.
*Pastor, Shawnee Mission, Kans.

C ongress on E vangelism that in 1971
the average age in A m erica w ill be
24. A b roa der classification o f you n j
adults (20-40) w ou ld reveal that bet
ter than on e-fou rth o f o u r popula
tion is m ade up of you n g adults.
The you n g adult generation ha;
talent and resou rces. Changing Time.
predicts that in the decade o f the sev
enties households headed b y person
under 35 w ill m u ltiply tw ice as fas
as the total population. B y 1980 the;
w ill get m ore than a third o f the na
tion ’s incom e, com pared w ith 23 per
cent now .
A m uch m ore im portant consider
ation in reaching this generation fo
Christ is the fact that during thes
transitional years you n g adults ar
m aking decisions that will basicall
form th e fu tu re cou rse o f th eir adu'i
life. It is a tim e o f significant hap
penings. T h e basic questions are be
ing asked and fundam ental decisior
are being m ade and the patterns c
life selected in what are still the fie?
ible, form ative years o f adulthoo<
This presents the C h urch w ith an in
portant entree in w i n n i n g youn
adults to H im w h o declared, “ I ai
the way, the truth, and the life .”
This generation of you n g adults h;
The Nazarene Preach

been usually labeled “ th e w istful gen 
eration.” T h ey are not satisfied w ith
the way things are. T h ey are restless.
They are searching. T h ey are long
ing for m eaning and fo r G od. Despite
the popular image, you can m ake the
surprise d iscov ery that m any of them
are on the p row l fo r a ch u rch that is
alive with spiritual vitality and good
news that w ill offer a rem ed y for
their emptiness. W e m ust be sure
that the target area o f ou r evangelism
is large enough to include the “ w ist
ful generation” of you n g adults.

The you n g adult o f today
Before w e w ill w in you n g adults,
we must k n ow their needs, problem s,
and interests. The k ey w ord to adult
hood is respon sibility. The young
adults are learning to discharge adult
responsibilities. A ssum ing support,
continuing education, getting m ar
ried, fam ily problem s and adjust
ments, career goals, m ilitary service,
money managem ent, and apartment
living focus on the realities o f their
world.
Mobility and urban society m ust be
considered in a discussion o f h ow w e
are to reach the contem porary you ng
adult generation. T h ey are on the
move and in m ost cases to ou r big
cities. A p p roxim a tely 7-5 to 80 p er
cent of this you n g adult generation
now lives in urban areas (A llen J.
Moore, The Y ou n g A d u lt G eneration,
p. 23). T h ey are a shifting, m obile
generation, changing hom es almost as
often as they do autom obiles. O ne was
overheard on a bus to say that he
bought a n ew hom e each year, since
his wife fou n d it less both er to m ove
than to clean house.
Another factor that w e face in
reaching the “ w istful generation” is
the activism o f the age that captures
the young adults. T h ey feel the need
for adventure and n ew experiences.
January, 1971

T h ey ’re on the go! The paradox is
that you n g adults are also often v ery
bored b y the meaninglessness of their
m u ch activity. O ften their boredom
and loneliness have brought them
snooping around ou r churches lo o k 
ing fo r help.
N ot infrequ en tly young adults are
suffering from disillusionm ent. Their
idealism has been shattered b y im 
perfections and frustrations.
Y ou n g adults, particularly in the
industrial areas of society, must cope
with the p ow erfu l currents of d ep er
sonalization. The factory, the urban
neighborhood, the apartm ent build 
ing, the union, and even sometimes
the ch urch redu ce people to things.
Y ou n g adults are not satisfied to be
num bers or votes or just envelope
b ox es on the ch u rch secretary’s desk.
T h ey are not “ anonym ous inter
changeable units.”
In com ing to the heart o f the m at
ter I must say that both m y reading
and m y face-to-face encounters with
them on the street, in their offices,
and in their urban residences and in
n er-city apartments reveal that the
“ w istful generation” m ore than any
thing else are cryin g out for an e x 
ecu tiv e ce n ter of life that will bring
p ea ce and purpose. Perhaps unaware
at times, they are searching and w ait
ing for good new s about “ the pearl of
of great p rice.” S om eh ow you and I
must be stirred o ff dead center, so that
the Spirit m ay thrust us out to this
you n g generation with the gospel that
has b ridged e v e ry generation gap
through the ages.
A w ork a b le strategy
It goes w ithout saying (o r does it!)
that a prerequisite fo r soul w inning
is a personal, transform ing experience
w ith Jesus Christ and a personal P en 
tecost w hich w ill give us the dynam ic
to ca rry out the directive to witness
5

and win. First w e must tackle ou r
selves before w e tackle others.
D are w e assume too that the strat
egy includes a solid, C h rist-cen tered
gospel proclaim ed on th e authority of
th e W ord from the pulpit? H ere is a
wistful, you n g engineer w ho drops in
at ou r local church. H e is happily
m arried, financially secure, and d e
pendent on the scientific m ethod to
answer his questions. H e is a fine fa
ther, a useful citizen, and a p rod u c
tive em ployee. H e seems to b e a
hugs success and apparently has no
great sense o f need. H ow do I w in
this man to C hrist? B y first realizing
that he has the basic anxieties that
are ageless: the anxiety o f death, the
anxiety o f guilt, and the anxiety of
meaninglessness. A n d what is m ore
relevant to these anxieties than the
gospel? The m odern pagan cannot ig
n ore death, and to him I can give
Christ as the H ope o f eternal life. T o
guilty souls, the evangel must declare
the forgiveness o f the Cross. T o those
beset with meaninglessness, w e preach
Christ as “ the w a y ” and “ the life,”
and assure them that in H im one can
find a real purpose fo r living.
But evangelism in the N ew Testa
ment included not on ly proclam ation;
it also included a real, dynam ic fel
lowship ( koinonia) , and ou r evan
gelistic strategy in reaching young
adults must include both faithful
proclam ation (A cts 5 :42 ) and loving
fellow ship (A cts 2 :4 4 ). L ottie F ran k
lin, along with a host o f contem po
rary writers, says that one o f the you n g
adult’s m ost basic needs is fellow ship
(So Y o u W ork w ith Y ou n g A d u lts).
This means that what has been called
“ fellow ship” or “ friendship evange
lism ” is a particularly effective strate
gy.

curities are gone. M an y have almost
lost their identity in the “ anonym ous
livin g” o f huge apartm ents and the
isolation o f suburbia.
The C hurch m ust b e a p ow erh ou se

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Eyeball to Eyeball
D ear Son:
Our pastor is not only a very excellent
preacher, but he knows how to sit dow n
and meet me man to man on m y level.
But that meeting is neither harsh nor o f
fensive. Even though his conversation may
im ply a rebuke, the eye and spirit always
carry a com passion and love that get
through to me!
I guess it is an art that has developed
out of m any years of meeting people at the
level of their needs. He has learned never
to take advantage o f people from the pul
pit. If there is a personal issue, he is
courageous enough to make a luncheon
date and share “ m an to m an.”
If he is wrong, he is quick and w illing
to back up and start again! If he is right,
he is patient w ith his reasoning and tol
erant of those w ho do not agree with him.
If he docs not get his way, he smiles com 
passionately and does not hold a grudge.
That is m y pastor and I love him for it!
Y ou are just starting your m inistry, Son.
Learn how to meet m en at their ow n level.

Love

It has already been observed that
you n g adults are shifting from city to
city. O ld fam ily ties and social se
6
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of friendship until people are at
tracted to this fellow ship in Christ.
There are u n ch u rch ed you n g adults
in every one o f ou r com m unities w ho
are afraid to com e to ou r churches—
fearful about their apparel, exp ect
ing to get a cold shoulder, unable to
talk the ch u rch y lingo, and even sus
picious that w e can sm ell their sin.
We must go out there w h ere th ey are
and break d ow n the barriers to evan
gelism and establish beachheads of
friendship w h ich w ill provid e natural
platforms fo r sharing ou r w itness for
Christ.
What is “ fellow ship evangelism ” ?
It is not m erely the m echanical hand
shake and the pastor’s “ It was nice o f
you to com e.” It is earning th e right
to be heard— the right to speak by
first listening and understanding p eo 
ple.
This evangelism begins w ith caring
for individual persons. O ne 25-yearold who cam e to C hrist said of the
church w h ere it happened: “ Th ey
really care fo r you there. T h ey live
in the bright sunshine o f Christianity
without um brellas.”
It’s c a r i n g
enough to love and intercede fo r
young adults until th ey are literally
lifted b y ou r con cern into the k in g
dom of God.
This w riter has tested the tool “ fel
lowship evangelism ,” and it has p ro v 
en productive in pastorates in both
the Southwest and the M idw est. The
method is sim ilar to the recent “ C ou 
ples for C hrist” cam paign in ou r de

nom ination. It is m y judgm ent that
it w orks m ost effectiv ely w hen it is
not highly structured. It must com e
from the inner com pulsion of ou r ow n
exp erien ce w ith Christ rather than
from a desire to experim ent w ith an
other m ethod. I do suggest to fam 
ilies (and singles also) people with
w h om I think they share com m on in
terests and feel th ey cou ld w in to
Christ. The m atter is discussed from
the pulpit, m ore often in the prayer
m eeting setting. M y w ife and I have
en deavored to set the pace b y ou r e x 
ample. A n inform al, get-acquainted
tim e is planned during the w eek or
perhaps over a Sunday n oon meal
follow in g the service. T w o o r three
(perhaps m ore according to the tim 
ing o f the H oly Spirit) contacts bring
the rapport and friendship to the point
w h ere it becom es natural to structure
ou r fellow ship tim e so as to be able
to present Christ and to share with
ou r friends the reality w e have e x 
perienced in Him.
A t the recent U.S. Congress on
Evangelism, it was thrilling to dis
cov er that som e o f the m ost effective
evangelism , particularly with young
adults across the nation, has been
sim ilar to what w e have c a l l e d
“ fellow ship evangelism .” If you want
furth er ideas and support, read T rueb lo o d ’s The Incendiary F ellow ship;
M cC lellan ’s The N ew Tim es; S hoe
m aker’s E xtraordinary L iving fo r O r
dinary M en (pp. 87 f . ) ; and F o rd ’s
The Christian P ersu ad er (pp. 69-74).

Intercessory prayer is the highest form of Christian service.
— Oswald Smith

January, 1971
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Tim e ly for a new y e a r

Ministerial Resolutions
By W. B. Walker*

I w a s p a s t o r i n g ou r First
C hurch in D ayton, Ohio, a great
burden o f p r a y e r leaped into m y
heart. I was v ery busy visiting the
sick, calling on n ew people, prepar
ing n ew sermons, and lookin g after
the business of the church. F or days
this great burden pressed upon m y
soul. The burden fo r the success of
holiness was pressing h eavily upon
me. I was d eeply concern ed over the
sinful m ultitudes about ou r doors and
fo r those b eyon d the rolling seas. This
pressure o f p rayer continued.
I
prayed in m y car, along the roadside,
in m y study, and lived for days in the
spirit of prayer. Finally I em erged
from those long seasons o f prayer
with the follow in g resolutions for m y
ministry:
1. I will m ore seriou sly ch eck up
on m y spiritual life regularly. I w ill
do this b y a devou t study o f the W ord
o f God, through earnest prayer, and
b y a rigid exam ination of m y personal
relationship with the L ord. I w ill
strive to live m ore in H is presence. I
w ill refuse to perm it bitterness, re 
sentment, and hardness to enter m y
heart. I w ill en deavor to k eep m y
heart white-hot. I w ill refuse to get
lost in the m achinery o f the chu rch—
I w ill keep a passionate heart.
2. I will en d eavor to love p eop le
m ore— overlook ing their faults and
blunders. I realize that love w ill cov -

W

h ile

♦Evangelist, Bethany, Okla.

er a m ultitude of faults and failures
o f the people. I w ill try to sacrifice
m ore and m ore fo r the people.
3. I will refu se to m agnify trou ble.
I w ill not stick m y head in the sand
and declare there is nothing w ron g,
w h en there is m u ch that is w ron g;
but I w ill not talk trouble to either
friend o r opposition. I w ill let the
people pou r out their troubles to m e
in confidence, but I w ill refuse to dis
close their problem s.
4. I will be slow to change policies,
custom s, or leaders in m y w ork. I
w ill p roceed slow ly, especially during
the first fe w m onths in a n ew pas
torate. I w ill refuse to use politics
to put leaders out o f office w h o w ill
not rubber-stam p m y plans.
5. I w ill p reach the W ord. I w ill
refuse to personate people p u rp osely
from the pulpit. I w ill en deavor to
pack the m essages I deliver full of
scripture. I w ill lift up Jesus. I w ill
pray, study, and plan to be a strong
B ible preacher. I w ill also strive to
righ tly divide the W ord o f truth. I
have discovered that m ost o f the p e o 
ple to w h om w e preach have a strong
desire to hear the W ord . A n d the
W ord m ust be applied to their lives.
The expositional p reach er w ill n ever
ru n out o f serm on material.
6. I w ill ea rn estly give seriou s at
ten tion to m y hours o f study. W hile
I w ill give tim e and attention to B i
ble study, and the reading o f other
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books, yet I w ill refuse to b e b o o k 
ish. I w ill try to avoid the sm ell of
the study, w ithout neglecting to be
studious. I w ill use sim ple language
to express deep and p rofou n d t r u t h fundamental truth. I w ill n ot study
altogether for m ere serm on material,
but I w ill first study to feed m y soul
and to inform m y mind.
7. I w ill k eep up m y visitation. I
will strive to m ake at least 35 calls
each w eek. I w ill give the sick and
afflicted m y first attention. Then I
will call on other m em bers o f the
church w ho need special attention.
I will refuse to call on people for
mere social purposes. I w ill endeavor
to give part o f m y visitation tim e to
the cultivation o f n ew people.
8. I w ill strive to be calm under
pressure. I w ill not take sides on un
important issues; I w ill try to b e sane
in judgm ent. I w ill p ra y to b e firm
and n ot soft. Y et I w ill refuse to be
harsh, hard, contentious, and d riv
ing. I w ill p ra y to alw ays m anifest
the Spirit o f Christ even under pres
sure.
9. I will go to great pains to head
off trou ble. I w ill seek the w isdom
of G od to be alert and wise. W hen
there is a storm o f troub le or d iffi
culties com ing, I shall p ra y fo r divine
help to head it off b efore it breaks.
Surely there is a w a y to head o ff some
of the things that com e in the life of a
church. One o f the safest and surest
ways is to k eep the p ow er o f G od u p
on the services. The presence o f the
Lord is best cu re for difficulties. C on 
fusion and strife do not advance the
cause o f holiness.
10. I w ill n e v e r cross th e p eop le
unless th ere is a principle involved.
I realize that w h en w e cross people
they w ill usually think less o f us. If
there is n o real principle involved,
w h y cross th em ? Perhaps this is not
easy to do, but I shall en deavor to
follow through b y the grace o f God,
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and the w isdom that com eth from
above. B y this, I do not m ean w e
should not preach on the rugged
truths o f the G ospel that cut, sting,
shock, and bring m en to their senses.
This w e m ust do in ord er to carry out
ou r com m ission as spiritual prophets.
B ut I do mean w e should refuse to
cross people personally unless there
is a real principle involved.
11. I will not he contentious. I will
refuse to try to have m y ow n w a y all
the time. I w ill seek to train the lead
ers o f the church, to encourage them
in their task, and to challenge them
to be efficient in their leadership. It
is possible to preach w ith a conten
tious spirit. I w ill pray, plan, and
w ork to m ake m y m inistry a com fort
ing m inistry. I w ill preach on the
great themes o f the B ible, but never
lose sight o f the h ungry sheep that
sit b efore me.
12. I w ill organize m y church w ork.
I w ill endeavor to learn the art of p ro
m otion, but I w ill surely refrain from
overd oin g it. I am sure there are
causes that must be pushed, there is
adm inistrative w ork that m ust be
done, such as raising m on ey fo r b u d 
gets, buildings, and m any other caus
es. Y et I w ill organize m y w ork w ith
out saying m uch about it— just do it,
w ithout a flu rry of w ords. I utterly
refuse to becom e a m ere prom oter
rather than a true preach er o f the
W ord. I have always had the co n v ic
tion that w e should pray, study, and
apply ourselves to be strong preach
ers o f the W ord.
13. I w ill strive to be stron gly
evangelistic in m y m inistry. I am sure
that the greatest d ay in a loca l church
is not the d ay o f dedication, n or the
d ay o f anniversary o f the church; but
the greatest day is the d ay w hen w e
have seek in g souls at th e altar. This
should be ou r highest d ay in the w ork
o f the church. I w ill n ot try to make
the ch u rch a great center o f social ac
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tivity, but a great ce n ter o f eva n ge
listic fire. I feel that the ch urch
s h o u l d increase its m em bership
through the saving o f the lost, the
reclam ation of backsliders, and the

sanctification o f believers. In fact, all
the activities o f the local ch u rch
should m ake a definite con tribu tion
tow ards the saving and sanctifying of
the people.

The Open-Altar Service
By C. William Ellwanger*

was not original, an
open-altar service was planned for
the first Sunday night of the new year.
This service was designed to encourage
Christians as families to come to their
church altar for a time of prayer com
mitment.
After a brief preliminary service of
praise in song, the pastor spoke for a
few minutes on the words, “ We have an
altar . . .
explaining the importance
of our altar and the purpose of the ser
vice. For the next 45 minutes the altar
filled time after time. Those without
families present came also, or joined
friends. The lights were dimmed, the
organ played, and intermittently the
choir sang and the pastor read scrip
ture. Ushers at the front indicated when
space was available at the altar.
There was total response and an elec
tric sense of the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Many said they had not been in
this type of service before and expressed
their desire to have another planned.
Following is the brief outline used
before inviting the people to the open
altar:
1.
Our church is an altar-centered
church. Our children are presented in
dedication to God at the altar. Young
couples are united in marriage. Here
sinners repent and find forgiveness, be
lievers are filled with the Spirit, the
sick are anointed for healing. Chris-

A

l t h o u g h t h e id e a

•Pastor, First Church, Kansas City, Mo.
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tians, also, are encouraged to come to
“ our altar” on occasion.
2. The open altar provides an oppor
tunity for Christians, especially as fam
ilies, to come and pray about their re
lationship to God and to each other, as
well as about special problems.
3. The open-altar prayer strengthens
family ties. Praying together at the
church altar as a family can be a spirit
ually enriching experience. In some
families deep and divisive problems can
be solved at the church altar.
4. Prayer commitment at the open
altar. The family altar in the home can
begin with a vow to have daily prayer
with the family. One’s personal devo
tional life can be examined and
strengthened. Prayer for lost loved ones
and for unsaved friends can be a part
of this commitment.
5. The open altar is the place to pray
about interpersonal problems among
Christians, bringing one’s “ gift to the
altar,” then going to a brother and ef
fecting understanding and love where
differences have hindered fellowship.
6. Deep personal problems can be re
solved by committing them to God at
this service.
7. We should reflect upon our love
and service to God, and commit our
selves anew to faithfulness in service.
If desired, and if the Spirit so leads,
the service may close with voluntary
testimonies.
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The Mechanics of the Ministry
By Raymond C. Kratzer*

Part XII. Church Membership

he

m a t t e r

o f

ch u rch

m e m b e r s h ip

is

T vital to the ongoing of our Zion. No
doubt if all the members of our churches
who have been received throughout the
years of our existence had been care
fully watched after, even in the matter
of transcribing names and handling
transfers, we would have several mil
lion members now, instead of less than
one-half million. This is a sad commen
tary on a too wide-open back door and
a too inaccessible front door.
Pastors are the custodians of church
records. Even though the specific task
may be in the hands of a church secre
tary, it is imperative that each pastor
assume full responsibility for the care of
his church membership roll and other
vital statistics relating to his constitu
ency. The Publishing House has an
Ideal Record Book for $6.00 which is
satisfactory for the average church.
Larger books may be obtained for
churches with large memberships. And
it is imperative that names and records
of members be preserved in a good
fashion. Even the United States Govern
ment considers church records as a
prime source of vital information. Full
data on each dedication, baptism, death,
transfer, marriage, and membership
‘ Superintendent, Northwest District.
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should be recorded as a record for vital
statistics.
Church membership should be lifted
to a place of dignity and importance.
When the periodic occasions take place
when persons are received into the
church, it should be a time of rejoicing
and a time made meaningful to the new
members. Here is a suggested pattern:
1. Prepare membership certificates for
all candidates.
2. Have sufficient number of flowers
to pin one on each candidate.
3. Provide a church Manual for each
family represented.
4. Announce hymn, “Blest Be the Tie
That Binds,” ' which should be held in
readiness for the close of the reception
ceremony.
5. Read names of candidates to be re
ceived and ask them to come to the al
tar while the organ plays.
6. Read from church Manual. When
you ask questions ( “Do you heartily
believe these truths?” etc.), follow each
question with such words as, “If so, will
you answer together, ‘We do.’ ”
7. Descend from platform followed by
your wife, who comes from the audience.
Shake hands with candidates and hand
them their membership certificates.
Your wife pins on the flowers, and per
haps is followed by a member of the
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Membership Committee, who welcomes
them.
8.
Have them turn around while con
gregation stands and sings the above
song. Remind the people to greet them
at the close of the service. It is also
helpful to have the church board come
and greet them while the congregation
sings.
It is always advisable to have a tenta
tive date for another class of members
to be received into the church. This can
be announced following the reception, to
remind others to plan to join your church
in time. Membership Sundays should
be no longer than two months apart.
Some churches send a year’s subscrip
tion of the Herald of Holiness and the
Other Sheep to each new member.
The matter of getting candidates for
church membership is not easy. It must
be pursued constantly. First, there are
the personal contacts which are made,
followed by invitations to attend your
church. Prayer and concern must be di
rected toward these contacts until the
joy of salvation has come to them. This
is the important aspect of Kingdom
building. If we can get people into the
Church “invisible,” then we have solved
their most needy problem. But at this
point it is our responsibility to enlist
them in the Church “ visible” in order
that they may be better matured in their
Christian development.
An alert membership committee can be
a great aid to a pastor as they encourage
new converts to join the church. Like
wise, Nazarenes who have moved into
the vicinity of your church and are at
tending regularly should be encouraged
to join, even if their stay is for only a
year or two.
The pastor’s wife can be a real aid in
talking to parents of children in the
Junior Department or older departments
of the Sunday school. If the pastor ar
ranges a “Pastor’s Church Membership
Class,” his wife can do some condition
ing with the parents by telephone which
will help them to see the importance of
church membership for their child.
The pastor should arm himself with
some valid reasons why people should
join the church. He can use the illus
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tration of the “bundle of sticks” which
is most difficult to break when tied to
gether, while a stick by itself is very
easy to break. Likewise, the Bible
speaks of one chasing 1,000 and two
putting 10,000 to flight (Deut. 32:30; cf.
Lev. 26:8). Here we have the multiplica
tion of strength on a 10-to-one basis
when more than one works together. Of
course in the New Testament we read
that the Lord “ added to the church
daily such as should be saved” (Acts
2:47).
We have so much to offer people by
way of fellowship and an avenue of
service. How better can we fulfill the
command of Jesus to “ go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature,” than to share in the General
Budget and missionary outreach of our
Zion? There are a hundred valid rea
sons why people should unite with us
for our mutual good.
It is certainly a sad day in the life of
any church when it goes a whole year
without the addition of one person by
profession of faith. This should cause
any pastor to examine the whole situa
tion. If God is blessing and souls are be
ing saved, then why are not some of
them joining the church? It may be lack
of motivation on the part of the pastor,
or lack of insight on the importance of
this aspect of church work, or a lack of
skill in getting the job done.
Goals should be set at the beginning
of an assembly year in the area of
church membership. The church board
should be made aware of this, and es
pecially the church membership com 
mittee. Then special prayer and planned
education should become the special or
der of the day until prospects become
constituents, and constituents become
Christians, and these become bona fide
church members.
Usually the pastor has the finesse to
interrogate prospective members, and
this should be left in his hands. Mem
bership application folders may be pur
chased from the Publishing House which
cover the main areas of discussion in an
inoffensive way. When the pastor is
convinced the persons are ready to join
his church, then he should call the mem
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bership committee together and present
the data and have them vote. This is
imperative, so that the burden of de
cision does not rest alone upon the pas
tor.
Let us determine to conserve the re
sults of our labors by improving our
membership techniques. Likewise, may
we be loath to remove any member from
our roll until every possible effort has

been made to salvage him. Just because
a person cannot be found is not sufficient
reason to remove him at the moment.
Times without number have shown the
wisdom of keeping names on the church
roll which in due season became the one
heartwarming factor that moved the
heart of a wayward son back to the fold,
knowing that people cared for him all
of the time.

Some notes on go o d press
relations—b y a p ro fe ssio n al

The Wise Use of the Press
By O. Joe Olson*

We compete for a hearing
In the communication of ideas (one
might as well say in the battle for men’s
minds and hearts and souls) chief re
liance has been and is centered on the
written word.
This fact accounts in part for the ever
growing circulation of the nation’s news
papers. Last year it reached an all-time
high of about 60 million.
It’s true that TV and radio are taking
the big share from the advertising dol
lar; and that TV and radio, in entertain
ment, are taking much of the people’s
Free time. But still the printed word
(chiefly the newspaper) remains the No.
L source of information for the people.

metropolitan newspapers. The smaller
papers are on the gain. One southern
senator evaluates their influence as fol
lows: “The importance of the small
newspapers in the life of the nation can
scarcely be overestimated. Close to the
people, this last stronghold of personal
journalism in America is the pulse and
voice of the community.”
Since about 75 percent of our church
es are in communities served primarily
by small newspapers, the importance of
good press relations becomes evident.
Good press relations involves knowing
your newspaper editor personally and
working with him.

Small newspapers mighty

Pastor is the key

The small daily and weekly newspa
pers probably are better read than most

The pastor is the key person to do
press relations in his own community.
He knows best what the church is doing
and its program for the future. The

♦Director, Nazarene Inform ation Service, K an
sas City.
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pastor is Mr. Nazarene to the newspaper
editor.
Newspapers want church news
There is an unusual “ open door” now
for church news. However, the same
door is open to all denominations and
faiths. Nazarene stories are in competi
tion with stories of all the other church
es for the space available. Hence it is
helpful to know some basic ideas in
journalism.
A newspaper, first of all, is in business
to make money. If it doesn’t make
money, it suspends publication; it dies.
A newspaper wants the news in order
to build up its circulation and prestige,
so that it can earn its way by the sale of
advertising.
Know your newspaper
A pastor should know his newspaper
and read it regularly. A bishop in one
denomination emphasizes this as an
eleventh commandment to his pastors:
“ Thou shalt read thy newspaper care
fully every day.”
A good newspaper will mirror pretty
accurately the faith and skepticism, the
likes and dislikes of the readers. These
are the folk a pastor lives with and is
trying to win.
Things a pastor should know about his
newspaper include: the circulation and
coverage area; political party preference;
whether the paper ever “ crusades” for a
cause; its emphasis on local news cover
age, use of pictures, etc.
Know your editor
Someone has defined the essentials
of a good press-relations program as:
“The right story, to the right person, at
the right time.” Of these three factors,
the personal contact is the most impor
tant. A publisher or editor is usually
one of the most influential men in town.
He is, in fact, a “ molder of public opinion.
A good habit to form is to make the
first call each week at the newspaper
office. In calling, a pastor should take
along his personal concern for any
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who may have a spiritual need. A pas
tor should be friendly, courteous, and
considerate. Try to call each week at a
time convenient to the editor.
What is church news?
Generally speaking, news is what
ever readers want to know about. News
is anything that happens in which peo
ple are interested. News also is anything
unusual. And it must be timely. To the
average small newspaper, news is lo
cal people doing things locally.
The best way to gain a knowledge of
your editor’s sense of news value is to
read the newspaper he puts out.
Nearly everything a church does is
news. This includes building and e x 
pansion, contests and campaigns, prom o
tions and anniversaries, revivals and
special services, coming and going.
Names make news.
Some things to guard against
Some pastors shorten their own divi
dends by asking the impossible. Each
newspaper is a law unto itself within
the confines of good taste. A pastor
should work to cultivate a sense of fit
ness as concerns the newspaper. If he
will read his newspaper, he will learn
its editorial requirements.
Do not tell the editor how to write
your story, or that you want it to ap
pear “ exactly as written.”
Do not tell him what page you want
it to appear on, or the size of the head
line.
Do not accuse him of favoritism or
bias.
Do not ask for special or preferred
treatment for a story; if it is unusual or
unique, the story will get it.
If you get a ticket for parking or
speeding, do not ask to keep your name
out of the newspaper.
Do not offer to trade paid advertising
for news coverage. In your newspaper
dealings, keep the business office and the
editorial department separate. There is
no quicker way to lose your welcome
around an editorial office than to boast
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that you are spending money for adver
tising in the newspaper.
Every pastor ought to spend money
in display advertising, especially for re
vival campaigns and other special
events. Display advertising in your lo
cal newspaper is the best use of the
church advertising dollar. You don’t
have to worry about the editorial staff
seeing it. They read their own product.
A summary of arguments
The best way to get good publicity
is to deserve it, but you have to do a
little more as far as the newspaper is
concerned—you have to make the con
tact and ask for it.
The Church of the Nazarene has an

active program; it is doing something
that is news. Is your church’s part get
ting into print?
A newspaper is one of the few ways a
pastor has of getting into some homes.
The people we are trying to reach read
the newspapers. Their friends do too.
Publicity helps to create a favorable
climate of opinion. Publicity breaks
down barriers; it works against misun
derstandings. It is not so much a timesaver as an e n e r g y multiplier and
duplicator. The news columns of a news
paper afford one place where the church
can compete on a fair and impartial ba
sis with the heavyweights of the ecclesi
astical world.
A newspaper can multiply a man’s
ministry in a wondrous manner.

A Searching Worcf from Cuba
The follow in g letter circularized
among C uban N azarene pastors b y
their district superintendent should
be read against the backgrou n d o f d if
ficult conditions under w hich they are
laboring.— E d i t o r .
To

O u r D ear B reth ren in th e M in is t r y :

The Lord has given us a new year.
Many w ere not able to see it and per
haps passed on to the next world with
out knowing God. This responsibility is
our burden.
When our love for the lost souls gets
cold, w e get accommodated with facili
ties and our sight is lowered to the
things below. Other times we find our
selves anxiously waiting for the month
to go by to receive our material help,
without having worked not even a day’s
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worth equivalent to the worker of the
world.
The Lord’s money received this way
should burn our hands. “ Work not for
the bread that perishes, but for the bread
that lasts forever.”
The pastor who does not take an ac
tive part in at least 20 services, as a
monthly minimum, should not take that
sacred responsibility. If a man w ere to
work only 20 days out of the month in
a factory, his em ployer would get after
him. The w orker usually has to work
the full month. W e that struggle for the
love of souls, in eternal business, what
are we accomplishing? Furthermore,
the Holy Spirit was given to the believers
for His service; thus if w e are not oc
cupied in that service, He will not use
us.
W e often forget even the pastor’s the
ology. A pastor has to tend to the com
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munity, especially his church, and es
tablish contacts with new friends; carry
on the follow-up work. Getting new
friends is a must in the pastor’s work.
Also the pastor must be up with the
everyday
happenings—births, deaths,
sick people, etc. He should visit his
members at least twice a week, giving
special attention to their spiritual and
physical life, including their work, busi
ness, etc. There should be a truthful
understanding similar to that of father
and son. The pastor should act like a
true father seeking for the good of his
children. It is his responsibility to keep
his flock in good health, so that these
may multiply. This is obtained with
proper food and the best of care.
The pastor should have a host’s spirit,
offering his home, which belongs to the
Lord, that it may be open and ready to
help everyone. This will sometimes hurt
us, but we are called to that effect. The
parsonage is the home of spiritual chil
dren. Not everybody is nice and kind,
but they must all be tolerated.
There are some pastors that close their
homes to the people, as if their own
children were the only ones with a right
to use the house of the Lord. I have
seen pastors and their children sleep
on the floor to let the visitors sleep on
the beds. If this is not pleasing to the
flesh, it’s pleasing to God. The pastor
should not get in debt, nor publish his

material needs. The pastor should not
get up late, nor complain about things,
for this makes him excuse himself and
does not please God. He should not make
an exception or difference between p er
sons. He should always be on time. W e
are the example of the community and
all humanity. Rem em ber that Christ de
pends upon you for good relations and
unity of people.
During this year, which is just begin
ning, let’s aim to grow. W e are a de
nomination of saints, a church of holi
ness. L et us practice our holy activities
with a holy personality, a holy love,
holy conversations, and a holy way of
living.
Dear pastor, have this in mind: There
is no material to fix our properties— we
don’t have any paint, etc.; if a property
is destroyed or lost, it cannot be fixed
anew. Watch the termite Idestm ctive
white ant in tropical America] just like
you ujould watch anything that tends
to destroy that with which the Lord has
entrusted you.
Rem ember that when you pass on to
the next world and receive your crown,
then you begin to serve as a subject
and material for sermons for those who
knew you.
Be assured of my prayers for you and
Christian love,
H il d o

M o re jo n

Torch of Truth
Blessed are ye w ho bear a torch that lights the path m en trod.
Y e sha’ll inherit eternal life, for ye are the sons o f God.
Blessed are ye w ho share G od’s love with souls in sorrow and night.
Y e shall be used o f Him to turn m en’s blindness into sight.
Blessed are ye whose inner lives flam e with intensive love,
Directing the minds and hearts o f m en to eternal light above.
Y e are the light. G o forth to shine—not that thy works m en see,
But let your giving and prayers and w ork be done to glorify Me.
—Jack M. Scharn
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PASTOR’
S

S U P P L E M E N T
C o m p ile d b y The G en era / S te w a rd sh ip C om m ittee

Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, Editor

YOUTH

WHAT?
No Youth Week Packet?
That’ s right. W ith more and more churches involving themselves
in a year-round total ministry by and to youth, the demand for a super-duper special Youth W eek emphasis and packet seems to have
lessened.
Therefore we have placed in the two N T F program quarterlies

—Teen Guide and Direction for Youth Leaders — material that will
help your church mold its own schedule of activities for Youth W eek
’ 71 .

See the program unit “ Alive unto G od— His W a y ’ ’ along with
accompanying material in the winter issue of these two companion
quarterlies. Let your teens and their sponsors tailor their own pro
gram for this midwinter (or summer, if you live south of the equa
tor) special emphasis.

Are you letting these two q u a rte r
lies help you mold a successful
youth program ?

UNTO GOD
January, 1971

His Wan
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Words and Music
M ORE PRECIOUS to a community
than silver and gold is a living church.
W hen a pastor and congregation are
alive for God, community life is more
free and happy.
N early all persons o f re fle ctiv e
thought know this. They include molders of public opinion, candidates for
public office, public officials, and the
mass media— broadcasters and news
papers.

Action in Outreach
The church with a program of out
reach in the community is making news
that newspapers will publish.
In a time marked by crime and vio
lence, editors are seeking news of good
and constructive events, and it seems
the opportunity for getting church news
into print never was better than NOW .
These points are underlined in a pam
phlet on press relations for pastors,
“ Multiply Thy Ministry,” that is now
available. In the last months, several
publishers, editors, and religion writers
have com mended the pamphlet. Ex
cerpts of notes follow:
A k r o n , O .— The Beacon Journal’ s re
ligion editor, Peter Geiger, reprint
ed part of the brochure in his guest
column.
P e o r i a , I I I .— Bill Conver, religion
editor of the Journal Star, gave the
district assembly a big send-off and
plugged the pamphlet calling it
“ one of the best” he had read.
A u b u r n , N.Y.— Irene Tallman, church
editor,
Citizen-Advertiser, com 
mended the pamphlet and secured
100 copies to distribute to pastors
of all churches in her coverage area.
N e w Y o r k , N.Y.— Lillian R. Block,
managing editor of Religious News
Service, found the pamphlet gave
“ major journalistic points in a terse
and interesting manner.”
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M e.— Harold R. Smith,
state editor of Daily Sun, secured
100 copies for his correspondents
in 16 Maine counties. He com 
mended it highly.
C a m a r i l l o , C a l i f . — Robert Lauffer,
religion editor of the Daily News,
termed the N.I.S. pamphlet “ the
finest advice on press relations for
ministers” he had ever read.
P a l e s t i n e , T e x . — W ayne C. Sellers,
publisher, requested a supply and
said he thought the pamphlet might
shed light in an area “ where pas
tors and laymen apparently do not
know how to help themselves or
their newspaper.”
The aforegoing comments may be of
interest to pastors and may recommend
the pamphlet to some who have not
read it.
About 450 Nazarene pastors so far
have found the pamphlet helpful.
Actually, it was written for the busy
pastor with a full program. It was kept
brief so that a fast reader might cover it
all in about the time it takes for two TV
commercials.
L e w isto n ,

Highlights and Challenge
The pamphlet endeavors to give a
glimpse into a promised land for the
church that is as ignored by some as
outer space.
There is a vast body of published ma
terial in this field, but any pastor must
make a start someplace and the pam
phlet underlines the fact that the door
to his local newspaper office is open
wide.
Any pastor who wishes a copy of the
pamphlet may write: N.I.S., 6401 the
Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.

O. JOE OLSON
Nazarene Preachei

CHURCH SCHOOLS

NEED
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
LIFT?
A CLINIC COULD HELP
Details?
*

Your D istric t Church Schools Chairman
or
*Neil B. Wiseman, 6401 The Paseo,
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

January, 1971
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EVANGELISM

. . . a denomination-wide CST study sponsored by the
Department of Evangelism, and scheduled for Febru
ary, March, and April of 1971.

“ Planning for Church Growth” is designed to help
your local church evaluate its:
• Evangelistic Outreach
• Administrative Procedures
• Facilities (buildings and equipment)
• Program

A special “ Pastor’ s Manual” has been prepared
to help you launch and follow through this study.

For further information write:
The Department of Evangelism
or
Christian Service Training
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Missouri 64131
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NAZARENE WORLD M ISSIO NARY SOCIETY

1. PRAY FOR REVIVAL
— On the M ISSION FIE LD S
—In the LO CA L CH URCH
2. Organize cottage or group prayer meet
ings.
3. Have special times of prayer at the altar
of the church.
4. Challenge your members to more effective,
definite prayer life ALONE with God.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

RDSHIP OF THE MOI*

*A B

TAKE CARE, MAN!
B y M ILLARD REED
Stewardship studies for teens
urging them to take care of
the gifts God has given them.
87 pages, paper.
$1.50

STEW ARD SH IP TRACTS
Attractive, colorful, four-page folders containing
pointed messages on various aspects o f stewardship.
Appropriate as bulletin inserts.
T -801
T -8 03
T -8 04
T -8 0 7
T -8 0 8
T -8 4 0
T -8 5 0

W hat Is S tew ardsh ip?
O ld S tu b s T ell a S tory
S tew a rd sh ip Lessons
G od W a lked on M y Farm
W hat th e B ib le S a ys A b ou t T ith in g
T it h in g —a D iv in e C h a llen g e
M on ey! M on ey! M oney!

By PAUL MILLER.
Practical guidance, especially
for young couples, pertaining
to the right use of money. 37
pages, paper.
25c; 3 for 60c; 12 for $1.80

OTHER STLWAROi - .
FILM STRIPS, .
“ Holy unto the Lord”
This dramatic account portrays how one
group discovered the joy of tithing. 91
color frames, 33!/$-rpm record. User’s
Guide.
VA-522
$12.50

(minimum order, 25 o f number) 25 fo r 25c; 1,000 fo r $7.50
M ay b e a ssorted in m u ltiples o f 25

SfcN Sfc

S t e w a r d s h ip Is F a m ily
B u s in e s s
Depicts the importance o f teaching and
practicing stewardship in the home. 60
color frames, 33V6-rpm record. User’s
Guide.
VA-521
$10.00

N O T E : For other effective methods o f promoting stewardship, see additional
supplies listed in the "M aster Buying Guide.”

ESPECIALLY FOR

LrllSLLini

Teaches boys and girls that God gave them many wonderful things and trusts them
to use each wisely. Large, colorful illustrations, age-level vocabulary, large print.

I CAN HELP GOD
For ages 6 to 8
x 7Vi", 20 pages
25c; 5 for $1.00

BELONGS TO M E?
For ages 9 to 11
5% x 8&", 16 pages
25c; 5 for $1.00

C H IL D R E N S
STEW ARDSHIP KIT
Deals with relationships to God, to
others, to things, and to money.
Simple enough for the junior. Use
over and over in many different
situations with children.
VA-2255
$22.50
Fou r full-color film strips with 33Vz-rpm
records and user’s guides

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
KANSAS CITY • Pasadena • Toronto

WORLD M ISSIONS

MISSIONARY
CONVENTION
. . don ’ t fail to do som ething
just because you can’ t do everything.”
PREPARATION
SC H E D U LE
This suggested schedule is
prepared especially for use
by the pastor and N W M S
president of the local church.
6 MONTHS BEFORE
Set dates.
Arrange for missionary per
sonnel.
Set financial goals.
Select local church person
nel.
3 M ONTHS BEFORE
Serve dinner to prospective
committee members.
Assign responsibilities.
Plan special music.
Make pulpit announcements.
Emphasize prayer.
2 M ONTHS BEFORE
Order literature, news re
leases, and glossies from
the Department of W orld
Missions in Kansas City,
Mo.
Select films, slides, curios.
Announce in church mailings
and bulletins.
Emphasize prayer.
3 WEEKS BEFORE
Plan e n t e r t a i n m e n t f o r
guests.
Practice convention songs.
Make a n n o u n c e m e n ts in
classes.
January, 1971

Mail pastoral letter.
Submit news releases.
Decorate bulletin boards.
Emphasize prayer.
I W E E K BEFORE
Place outdoor posters.
Set up display tables.
Make announcements.
In stitu te te le p h o n e c a m 
paign.
Submit paid ad to newspa
per.
Decorate platform.
Review checklist.
Emphasize prayer.
D U RIN G THE
C O N V E N T IO N
Submit paid ad to newspa
per
('h eck guests’ entertainment.
Record messages.
Collect song sheets and keep
them clean.
Present special music in each
service.
A n n o u n ce rem a in in g ser
vices.
Announce financial goals and
gains.
Keep literature table neat.

Be an example . . .
pray, give, go.
AFTER THE
C O N V E N T IO N
Prepare report. for church
file: dates, speakers, films,
slides, music, attendance
record , fin a n ces, souls
helped, dedications.
Submit final newspaper re
port.
Give denominational report.
Save decorations and song
sheets.
Take literature to shut-ins.
Type taped messages— use
as bulletin inserts.
Maintain concern.
T H A N K ALL
PRAISE G O D !!
FIN A N C E PLAN
1. Raise expenses before
hand. All convention o f
ferings can then go for
missions.
2. P rom ote an a p p ro v e d
p r o je ct. T h e F A I T H PROM ISE method of giv
ing is very effective.
3. Set G O A L a little higher
than the last year.
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HOME MISSIO NS

“ Where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.”
18 : 20 )

(Matthew

Christ will visit the small group, meeting for:
★ Bible Study
★ Prayer Groups
★ House Churches
★ Missionary Outreach

Help your church reach out in weekly house meetings—

Use the laymen for leaders
W rite to:

The Department o f Home Missions
6401 The Paseo— Kansas City, M o. 64131
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FOR IMMEDIATE D ELIV ER Y!
prch o f the Nazarene

m r w e r in g
m t SYSTEM
C dC
TU A LLY DATED
OPES

Available in two popular styles.
SIN G LE ENVELOPE • No. 0X 5 0 2
SIN G LE ENVELOPE • No. 0X 503

:h may now have an
»t with the same fine
outstanding features
>m-made sets, including
the Nazarene” printed
ont of each envelope with
ay or minimum order.

:. H i ) IM M E D IA T E L Y with a perpet
By dated method: “JAN. 1st SU N .,” “JAN. 2nd SU N .,’
and five extra envelopes for “5th Sun.” months.

LBS?: WAIftNG PERIOD for special imprinting.
are never out-of-date and they may be started at any
Df the year.
et contains a year’s supply of 52 envelopes with
le numberthroughout to identify it to the contribu; a pledge card, “ how to use” leaflet, and a “defray
envelope. Space provided on front for user’s
ivelope size: A1/* x2V2". Attractively packaged in
box.
ese stock sets are available in consecutive
xample: 324-56) and orders will be filled from
ries of numbers available in our stock. Respecifically designated number series and
be treated as custom-printed orders and
ae adjusted accordingly. For CUSTOMi/ELOPES, write for SP E C IA L BROCHURE.

tour
PUBLISHING HOUSE
ox 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
Price slightly higher outside the continental United States

with M ultiplv-Fund Feature

EACH SET, 35c
12 sets, $3.50
25 sets, $6.50

C O M M U N IC A TIO N S C O M M IS S IO N — RADIO

70’s
ZOOMING POPULATION
— Six Billion by Year 2000
HALF OF POPULATION UNDER 25 YEARS
ACCELERATED MOVE TO CITIES
WORLD HUNGER INTENSIFYING
WESTERN CULTURE INCREASINGLY UN
POPULAR
GOVERNMENTAL CONTROL INCREASING.
40 PERCENT OF U.S. INCOME IN HANDS OF
PEOPLE UNDER 40 BY 1980.
TENSION AND TURBULENCE WILL GROW

Emerson: “ This time, like all times, is a
what to do with it.

BE INNOVATORS— NOT GAP-FILLERS.
Use “ SPOTS” on RADIO and TV.
Write us for suggestions.
C O M M UNICATIO N S CO M M ISSIO N
H. Dale M itchell, Executive D irector
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Radio Division
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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YOUR o w ,

c u s r . ° " : I S H I P pR0GRAM

H AVE YO U M A D E PLANS FOR
S T E W A R D S H IP IN Y O U R C H U R C H
T H IS YEAR?
A tithing enlistment for all your people?
Using the Stewardship Kit?
Taking advantage of all the Stewardship
material available?
Making plans
(February)

for

Stewardship

Month?

M IN IS TE R IAL BENEVOLENCE

Just a

of responses received from

those who used the free-loan filmstrip “Beyond This Door . .

"An e x c e l l e n t p r e s e n t a t i o n . . . "
I

believe

It

showed

" Ve.fi ij good and

many o f mtj p e o p l e t h e tf iue

meaning of) WMBF and g av e me mo fie hope I n t h e
to

" V er y good.

come.”

OFFERING

FOLLOWING

"T h i s

the

people

is

aware

TH E

type

o f t he n e e d s

.

.

. ”

"I

pose.

It

answered

a

NMBF budget."

OF

believe
lot

of

it

love

THE

need

and what

a

FILM,"

to m a k e

our

their money
served

questions

"GOOD I N F O R M A T I O N ! "

k e lp ^ u .1

what

I

importance

of

was

we

up

is

its

pur

for

the

"It made my people happy to pay the

people."

just

took

SHOWING

of thing

doing.

and moi>t

We

yeafi&

.

.

needed
NMBF

favorable."

story of NMBF well

."
to

to

my

"This

help

me

to

"Moving

film strip

was

present

the

congregation."

"Response

"The film s e em e d to tell
and was

informative

for

the
my

people."
For inform ation on securing the free-loan film strip contact:.
DEPARTMENT OF M IN IS TE R IA L BENEVOLENCE,
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

y c tte

t&

e m

c fo w

i

.

.

.

plan to be an

HONOR SCHOOL
— 5 percent gain in enrollm ent
— 5 percent gain in average atten
dance

— A num ber equal to 5 percent of last ye a r’s attendance joining the
church by profession of faith
January, 1971
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A message of UFE for a dying world

QuOStJesus Live§cbday'
New Cantata

CROWN HIM KING
A beautiful setting of lyrics by CORDELIA SPITZER and music by FLOYD W. HAWKINS por
traying the King of all ages, obedient to His Father's will, loving us while we were sinners,
dying that we might be free. Narrated continuity with appropriate, fam iliar hymns as
background. Presentation time, approximately 45 minutes.
ME-33

$1.50

ME-33K REFERENCE R EA D IN G -A learning aid for director, accompanists, singers. Includes
long-play recording, miniature score, and sample folder. Nonreturnable.
Only $3.50
ME-33SF SERVICE F 0 LD E R -4 -p a ge bulletin matching cantata cover, for imprinting. Folds
t o 5 1/ 2 x 8 1/2".
100 for $3.50

The awful and yet glorious story by M. ROSALYN EAGLE of Passion
Week as related by eyewitnesses in first-person narrative. Wellknown songs, hymns, and choral readings provide variety and
added meaning. Uses one reader, junior and adult choirs. Music
written in easy form. Presentation time, approximately one hour.
ME-223

N ew Service
JESUS OF NAZARETH

60c

N ew Dram a

Latest P rog ram B u ild e r

NEW LIFE IN HIM

EASTER
Program Builder No. 13

By GERALD PUGH. One of the fathers of Jesus’ apos
tles manifests opposition to his sons. A small child
teaches him faith and love and leads him to a new
life in Christ. Requires four men, two women, and a
boy. Performance time, approximately one hour. Nine
copies needed for production.

Encourages church-wide participation, makes Easter
a more meaningful day. Completely NEW selections
compiled by Grace Ramquist include recitations,
exercises, readings, songs, and plays for all ages.

ME-16

ME-113

75c

75c

NOTE: For the complete line of Easter materials see the LILLENAS EASTER MUSICATALOG. sent to all churches or FREE upon request.
Examination copies are available to any program director or choir leader requesting them.

EASTER MURALS -

Providing an impressive background for your Sunday school and church choir programs.

This triumphant scene from the Easter story is permanently lithographed in radiant, non
fade colors on tough paper, suitable for repeated use. Metal-reinforced eyelets and
weatherproof glue provide quick, easy hanging.
PX-206A Wall size, 9 % x 3 % fe e t....................................................................................... $7.95
PX-205A Billboard size, 19Vix 7 feet*............................................................................... $14.95

Other scenes available
_
k P R ________ H 5 *

------_ o

9 10 \

”

PX-208A Jesus and the Children, 9 % x 3 Vi fee t...............................................................
PX-201A The la s t Supper, 9 % x 3^! fe e t............................................................................

'Comes in three panels-center, 9' 9" ends, 4' lOVf. Designed so panels may be used either together or separately

s * ® aJ93L l It’s Time to Start Rehearsing! EaJLl Sunday

NA7ARFNF PURI ISHINfi HflllSF
l i n

L n i l L I l L

I

U U L IO IM

$9.95
$9.95

IlU

IIU U O L

in

64141

CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

Why Sit and Die!
e c e n tly

I

h ea rd

one Christian ask an

other, “ How are you getting along?”
R“Well,
pretty fair, under the circum
stances,” he replied.
“Whatever are you doing under the
circumstances!” chided the first.
This reminds me of one of my “ launch
ing pads” to victory found in II Kings
7:3. You recall the story: The city of
Samaria was surrounded by the Syrians.
Their siege had brought on a state of in
describable famine and privation. Out
side the city gate there were four lepers.
They were pitifully diseased and starving
to death. They reasoned that one way or
another they were going to die. “ And
they said one to another, Why sit we
here until we die?” So they rose up in
the twilight and went into the camp of
the Syrians. But the Lord had already
caused the Syrians to hear the noise of
chariots, and horses, and a great host,
and to flee in terror. The hopeless, help
less lepers moved into the camp finding
food and possessions for themselves—
and for their city.
God has used the words and attitude
of these lepers many times in my life
to get me off the dead center of defeat.
Another scripture which conveys about
the same admonition to me is in Josh.
7:10: “And the Lord said unto Joshua,
Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus
upon thy face?”
These are good scriptures with which
to start the new year. A number of times
in my Christian life I have come to the
place where these four lepers were: sit
ting “outside the gates,” miserable, sty
January, 1971

mied, stalemated— “between the devil
and the deep blue sea,” as we used to say.
Suddenly in my frustrating state of af
fairs, I realize that I am a child of God. I
am not bound by circumstances. God said
I should be “more than conqueror.”
Those lepers speak to me, “Why sit . . .
and die!” With faith I rise and invade
the enemy territory in the strength of
the Lord.
One such frustration seems a bit
amusing now—but not at the time. When
our family moved to Kansas City, I
couldn’t drive. I had always meant to
learn, but just never did. There were
always many benevolent members who
were willing to offer me transportation,
invitations to go shopping, and nearby
relatives on whom I could call. But all
that was changed when we moved here.
The good members who had been very
thoughtful and helpful were deeply
missed. My husband’s work was also
different. I couldn’t even count on him
to “drop me off” somewhere while he
made a call. There was no bus line near
our home. The stores were beyond walk
ing distance. I was literally a prisoner
in my home.
With the prodding of my family I en
rolled soon in a driving school, and af
ter eight tense hours of instruction with
a trained, relaxed teacher, I shakily
passed my driving test—using the in
structor’s car.
I had a driver’s license! But I had
never driven without someone at my side
telling me when to turn, and what to do.
I had no confidence at all. I was afraid to
33

drive our car—with its power brakes,
etc. It took all my attention just to re
member which way to push the direc
tional signal arm for right or left turns.
I had to keep my eyes on the road so in
tently there was no opportunity to read
the street signs. I needed practice and
experience and confidence—in our car.
But there never seemed time to get that
experience. We were always in a hurry
to get where we were going, and I need
ed time. To tell the truth, my husband
was very nervous when I tried to drive.
He could plan a General Assembly with
calm composure, but my driving nearly
caused him heart failure. My uncer
tainty made him nervous, and his nerv
ousness made me more nervous. I gave
up trying.
Four months went by. I had my li
cense, but I couldn’t drive! One day in
prayer I just wept in despair: “I’ll never
drive! I’ll just never drive—I know it.
Never! I might as well forget it. I don’t
have as much confidence now as I did
four months ago.” And “ sitting outside
the gate” in my misery, I suddenly came
to the place of my verse: “Why sit here
until I die!”
I began to pray earnestly. I told m y
self and the Lord, “I need desperately
to be able to drive! I have two girls that
frequently need chauffering. I’ve paid
out good money for lessons, I’ve passed
the test, I have my license. Lord, I do
believe it is Your will that I drive—and
if it is Your will, nothing can hinder. I
will drive!” And I got up from prayer
with assurance that I would drive. I
didn’t know just how it would come
about, but I knew it would.
About a week later we were on a trip
when my husband said, “Would you like
to drive awhile?” My heart leaped. He
continued, “But let me sit in the back.
You have to move the seat so far for
ward it cramps my legs, so I’ll get in
back and Lois can sit up with you.” As
I made my way down the highway, Lois
(who knew my problem) began to give
me silent signals. If I was not centered
in the lane properly, she’d move her
finger to the left or right, and give me
other little cues. I knew at once that she
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was my answer. For the next week sb
drove with me, watching signals, readini
street signs, while I gained confidence
My driving habits became automatic, am
in no time I was driving anywhere, any
time.
Victory always comes at our point o
decisive faith. One young lady in ou
church “ prayed through” at every re
vival. We knew w e’d always have on*
seeker. But her unsaved husband wa
such a distinct trial and hindrance tha
she rarely “lasted” more than two weeks
She would become so exasperated witl
him that she’d “ blow her top” and say
“It’s no use; I can’t keep saved and livi
with him!” Casting away her profeS'
sion, she’d consider herself a backslide:
— and act accordingly. But one Sunday
morning after earnest prayer and re
pentance, she looked up at me througl
her tears and said, “This is IT! Y ou ’l
see! Jim just isn’t worth going to hel
over! God’s going to keep me saved!1
And sure enough, that was IT! Shi
never wavered, but went on to maturi
into a steadfast Christian, holding re
sponsible church offices, and servini
faithfully.
Our younger daughter faced a prob
lem in her high school studies. She wa:
an honor student, but it seemed tha
her studies were dominating her whol<
life. She had little or no time for extra
curricular activities, music lessons, o:
family recreation. If she went to reviva
meetings, it meant studying until th(
early hours of the morning afterwards
One night she went to the altar. As
prayed with her she sobbed, “I haven’
lost out, but I came to bring a problen
to the Lord that I can’t carry any longei
—I just have to have help! Pressins
studies are squeezing out my life. I hav(
so much homework, there’s time foi
nothing else.” She knew this was no
God’s will for her. His will included ;
more well-rounded program. She ex
pressed this and claimed God’s help anc
deliverance from this pressure. Havin;
prayed through, she simply stepped ou
in faith to become involved in activitie:
that before she had never had time for
Miraculously, studies became easier ant
she found time for many extracurriculai
The Nazarene Preache

school and church activities, music, sew
ing, revivals— and still graduated sec
ond in her class.
God cares about our affairs. Those
four lepers represent all of us who sit
outside the gates in despair. I confess
I’ve been there even this past year—but
not for long.
If you are besieged by some hopeless

circumstance, frustration, or burden,
talk to the Lord about it, and ask if
it is His will for you. Having deter
mined that, you can say, “ Why sit I here
and die!” God will answer, “ Get thee
up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy
face?”
Then rise in His strength and take
the camp.

IN
SERMON OF THE M ONTH

A Pioneer at Prayer
By Jam es F. Ballew*
S c r ip t u r e s :

Gen. 12:1-2, 4; 15:1-4

Two phrases: “ A nd the Lord had said un
to Abram” . . . “ Abram said” to the Lord.
In this age, jaded b y the impact o f new
discoveries, w e need again to understand
the might and sweep of these tw o phrases,
given to us in such a m atter-of-fact fash
ion in this first recorded prayer in the Book
of Genesis. God spoke to A b r a m , and
Abram spoke to God.
I. This indicates to us that prayer is a tw o way conversation betw een m en and God.
Prayer is no monologue, but a dialogue.
Michelangelo painted, in the ceiling o f the
great Sistine Chapel, a great, huge figure of
God reaching, straining out for the hand
of man. He also painted a huge picture of
Adam reaching a straining hand toward
God. Whether he intended it so or not, he
painted a picture o f the reaching out of God
and man toward prayer. If it’s true, and
men who are prayer warriors believe it’s
true, then you and I need to understand
that an encounter betw een God and man is
the greatest experience that man may know.
•Nazarene elder, deceased; serm on preached at
Monrovia, Calif.
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It is no w onder then that some men insist
it is simply too good to be true.
Simone Weil, in a spiritual autobiography
entitled Waiting for God, talked about the
very first time in her life that this truth
broke in upon her—that ordinary, common,
mortal men may speak with God. She said:
“ I had tw o marvelous days at Assisi where
St. Francis used often to pray. Something
stronger than I was compelled me for the
first time in m y life to go down on m y
knees. I had never foreseen the possibility
of real contact, person-to-person between a
human being and God.”
What do you mean when you say a man
talks to G od? What is man’s part of this
dialogue? What is man’s part in prayer?
First of all w e need to remember that words
are not devices for gaining the attention of
an otherwise distracted and disinterested
God. Elijah chided the prophets of Baal
because they cut themselves in their fever
ish attempt to gain the attention of their
pagan deity. Cf. I Kings 18:27.
The w ords that w e use, I suppose, best
find their meaning in the sense that they
bring our ow n thoughts to attention. Often
times in prayer at its most intense depth,
men do not speak at all. It is a rather com 
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mon thing for men w ho are often in prayer
to find w ords of little use, for the deep
courses of thought, the deep rivers of d e
votion that flow through our souls, find in
our ow n language no w ords to becom e v e
hicles for them, and w e groan with words
that cannot be uttered—and w e speak to
God.
But there are tw o sides to it, and one
asks, What do w e mean when w e say that
God speaks to us? There are three kinds of
words that God uses to talk. He uses the
Living W ord—that is to say, Jesus Christ.
He uses the acts and the person o f Jesus
to speak. There is the Written W ord—the
Scriptures. Added to the almost limitless
number of reasons that Christians ought to
become thoroughly acquainted with the
Word of God is this—it enriches one’s prayer
life. There is a sense in which one silences
the voice of God, or closes the mouth of
God—if you ’ll allow that term—when one
ceases or fails to read the Written Word.
As w e kneel reverently and obediently b e 
fore God, He speaks to us out of the Foun
tain of Truth declared to be the W ord of
God. He speaks to us, as well, out of the
Redeemed W ord—that is to say, from the
lives of men. It is in Paul’s second letter to
the Corinthians that these w ords are w rit
ten: “ Forasmuch as ye are manifestly d e
clared to be the epistle of Christ ministered
by us, written not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living G od; not in tables of
stone, but in fleshy tables o f the heart”
(3:3).
The Holy Spirit becomes the V oice of God
picking up the truth recorded in the Living
Word, the Written W ord, and in the R e
deemed Word, to speak to us—to declare
both God’s w ay and God’s will. Prayer,
then, is a tw o-w a y conversation between
God and man.
II. Prayer is also communion. We may
pray by simply abiding in the presence of
God. It is a mark of weakness on the part
o f many o f us that, with great limitations,
prayer is oftentimes simply our talking, and
so prayer is not even a tw o-w ay conversa
tion. Oftentimes our prayers are short in
duration, and shallow in depth, simply b e 
cause w e are through praying when w e
have finished talking. We lose much o f the
depth and intimacy of prayer when w e fail
to understand that prayer is, as well, com 
munion. There is a phrase in the Old Testa
ment that, though not immediately speaking
to this point, at least refers to it. It is
talking about one of the great and good
men of the Old Testament. His name was
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Enoch. It says: “Enoch walked with God:
and he was not; for God took him” (Gen
5:24).
A great area of prayer can lie in the p rov 
ince o f walking with God until we, at the
level of the spirit, commit ourselves to Hiir
and ask Him simply to talk to us; w e abide
in His presence.
Long generations ago now, there was s
man known as Brother Lawrence. He wa:
a monk in a monastery, wearing the brow n
rough garment of his time and place. He was
judged by his fellow s in the monastery tc
be a person of less ability than they. There
w ere those members of the monastery as
signed to responsibility o f copying the
Scriptures, but Brother Law rence was not
There w ere those sensitive souls w ho com 
posed literature, but he did not. He did the
often heavy labor and menial tasks thal
w ere to be done. In his quiet time he wrote
the things that he thought. By his owr
definition and description o f it, he came tc
perform what he called “ Practicing the
Presence,” b y w hich he meant that, ir
those times when one’s mind was not ac
tively engaged, it m oved into the area oJ
fellowship with God. He found multiple
occasions in every day w hen he could talk
to God. When he died, among his belong
ings they found what he had written in his
quiet time. This man, w ho by his fellows
was judged as having less ability than some
learned the importance of abiding in the
presence of God and w rote what is now i
classic of devotional literature.
Elizabeth Shields has a book o f prayers
for children. She realized that you car
pray to God w hen you can’t even give voice
to the things about which you pray. Ir
these words, that are to be a prayer for e
little child, she said:
The world is v ery still, dear God.
I’d like to sojtly pray.
I have som e lovely thoughts of You,
B ut thoughts are hard to say.
Y et Y ou can even hear m y thoughts,
The thoughts I cannot say.
A nd Y ou can love a little child
W ho finds this w ay to pray.
George MacLeod, w ho revived the Iona
community in Scotland, tells about a young
fellow w ho was seen b y his minister com
ing regularly at the noon hour into the
chapel. He would stay just a very few min
utes, then leave again. The minister stopped
him one day as he left, and asked w hy he
came to the chapel for such a short period
of time. He explained that he came dur
ing his lunch hour, and the shipyards were
some distance away. The minister said to
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him, “What do you say when you are in
the chapel?” The young man said that he
simply began by saying, “ Jesus, this is
•Jimmy,” and then waited for Him to talk.
The time came when this young fellow
was critically injured in an accident at the
shipyards. They called his minister, w ho
stood and watched the last difficult breath
ing. The minister relates that it seemed to
him that quite clearly he could hear a
Voice saying, “Jimmy, this is Jesus.”
There is a kind of personal intimacy that
man may have with his God, so that there
is no need for finely chiseled words, no need
for the fit expression. Simply out of the
deep we cry, and God hears. Prayer is not
only conversation; it is communion. Prayer
is not only getting something; it is fellow 
ship with Someone.
III. Prayer is, as well, a recollection or r e 
membering of the providences of God. The
writing of the Psalmist is a masterpiece at
this point: “ I looked on m y right hand, and
beheld, but there was no man that would
know me: refuge failed me; no man cared
for my soul. I cried unto thee, O Lord: I
said, Thou art m y refuge and m y portion
in the land of the living” (142:4-5). And
again, “Bring m y soul out of prison, that I
may praise thy name: the righteous shall
compass me about; for thou shalt deal
bountifully with m e” (v. 7).
You will lift the level of your praying if
you’ll fill it with praise. It is possible for
us to become so filled with the enorm ity of
our problems that w e go to a place of prayer
and leave as weak spiritually as when w e
came to pray, for w e simply focus on our
problems, the enorm ity o f them overcomes
us, and we leave m ore fully impressed than
ever we’ve been before with the size of
them. How much better it is to focus our
attention upon the remembered graces and
power of God, w ho has met our needs!
John Newton does this in the third verse
jf his hymn “Am azing Grace” :
Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come.
’Tis grace hath brought m e safe thus far,
And grace will lead m e home.
This is what m en do w hen they pray,
rhey bring to remembrance the m ercy and
lie goodness of God.
[V. Prayer is also instruction and illuminaion.
One Am erican psychologist said that
ffhen people go to church, or go to prayer,
hey ought to take a paper and pencil with
January, 1971

them. For, he said, w e find sometimes our
finest insights as w e turn our minds to
ward God. Adm iral Byrd, great explorer
o f the poles, tells about his first visit to the
South Pole area in the year 1934. There was
almost a cathedral-like silence in this great,
icy place where he was. He was sitting
there meditating and there came a convic
tion that the rhythm was too orderly and
too harmonious, too perfect to be a product
of blind chance. It was a feeling that trans
cended reason; it simply came as an in
sight from God that went to the heart of
man’s despair and found it groundless.
C o n c l u s io n :
It is a typically American
trait that we talk about something, and sup
pose in our discussion of it that w e have
done it; and it seems to me quite out of
place to spend time discussing prayer and
then not praying. Prayer is conversation—
man talking with God. Prayer is com 
munion—man sensing the presence of God.
Prayer is praising God. Prayer is simply
opening our hearts to the insights that God
would give. And so I ask you to pray about
your particular need.

GLEANINGS
from the Greek
By R alph Earle*

I I T im . 1:1-7
“Forefathers”
The Greek w ord progonos (v. 3) is an
adjective meaning “ born before.” But in
the plural it is used as a substantive. It
occurs (in NT) only here and in I Tim.
5:4. There it refers to living parents or
grandparents. Here it means “ ancestors.”
“ Stir Up” or “ Stir into Flame” ?
Found only here in the New Testament,
the verb is anazopyreo (v. 6). The prepo
sitional prefix ana has two meanings, “ up”
and “ again.” The middle item, zo, means
“ life.” The last root, pyr, is “fire.” If we
take ana as “again,” the fu ll translation
w ould be “ stir alive again into a flame.”
•Professor o f New Testament, Nazarene T heo
logical Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.

Arndt and Gingrich give here the simple
rendering “ rekindle” (cf. NASB, “ kindle
afresh” ) .
But probably a majority of the best com 
mentators agree that ana here means “ up”
rather than “ again” (r e -). Ellicott in his
Critical and Grammatical Commentary on
the Pastoral Epistles (p. 124) writes: “ The
simple form zopyrein is ‘to kindle to flame,’
the compound anazopyrein is either (a) to
‘rekindle’ . . . or (b ) as here, ‘to kindle up,’
‘to fan into a flame,’ without, however, in 
volving any necessary reference to a p r e 
vious state of higher ardor or of fuller
glow.” Lock (ICC, p. 85) says that the verb
properly means “ to stir up smouldering em 
bers into a living flame,” or “ to keep at
white heat.” In line with this, Donald
Guthrie comments: “ There is no neces
sary suggestion, therefore, that Tim othy had
lost his early fire, although undoubtedly,
like every Christian, he needed an incen
tive to keep the fire burning at full flame”
( The Pastoral Epistles, “ Tyndale New Tes
tament Commentaries,” p. 126). In a similar
vein Hendriksen writes: “ The flame had
not gone out, but it was burning slowly
and had to be agitated to white heat” (New
Testament Commentary: Pastoral Epistles,
p. 229). Chrysostom (fourth century) com 
pared the image here with that of “ Quench
not the Spirit” in I Thess. 5:19, “where by
‘the Spirit’ is meant his charismatic mani
festations of every kind” (EGT, IV, 154).
General Booth of the Salvation Arm y
once made this pertinent observation: “ The
tendence of fire is to go out; watch the
fire on the altar of your heart.” Anyone
who has burned w ood in a fireplace knows
that periodically it is necessary to add
fresh fuel and sometimes to fan the em 
bers into a flame. We need to keep alive
the inner flame by adding the fuel of the
Word of God and fanning it with prayer.

Charisma
That is the Greek w ord here translated
“ gift.” Paul reminds Timothy that he had
received this gift “ by the putting on of my
hands.” In I Tim. 4:14 it was “ the hands of
the presbytery,” a rather clear reference to
ordination. Here it may refer to the time
when Paul chose to take Timothy along
with him as a helper. Bernard comments:
“The charisma is not an ordinary gift of
G od’s grace, such as every Christian may
seek and obtain according to his need; but
is the special grace received by Timothy to
fit him for his ministerial functions” (CGT,
p. 109).
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"Fear” or “ C ow ardice” ?
Three Greek nouns are translated as
“ fear” in the New Testament ( KJV) . Deilia
is found only here. The most frequent one
is phobos (47 tim es). Eulobeia occurs twice
(Heb. 5:7; 12:28). Trench points out these
differences between them: “ Of these three
words the first, deilia, is used always in a
bad sense; the second, phobos, is a middle
term, capable of a good interpretation,
capable of an evil, and lying indifferently
between the two; the third, eulobeia, is quite
predominantly used in a good sense” (Syn
onyms, pp. 34-35). In Heb. 12:28 it is
translated “ godly fear.”
Thayer defines deilia as meaning “ timid
ity, fearfulness, cowardice.” The last of
these is what Arndt and Gingrich suggest
for the passage here. Bernard comments:
“ Of the gifts of the H oly Spirit cowardice is
not one; a Christian man, a Christian min
ister, has no right to be a coward, for God
has given him the spirit of pow er” (p. 109).
“ Sound M iiul” or “ Self-discipline” ?
The noun sophronismos is found only
here in the New Testament. L ock (ICC)
says it suggests “ the pow er to make sophron [sane, sensible, self-con trolled ]; wheth
er to discipline others . . . or to discipline
oneself, to keep oneself in hand, free from
all excitement or hesitation; it is ‘the
sanity of saintliness,’ cf. Bishop Paget,
S t u d i e s in the Christian Character, pp.
64-67. The context probably l i m i t s the
reference here to self-discipline. . . . The
Christian minister must be strong, efficient,
courageous, but never forget personal ten
derness for others . . . or control of his own
temper” (p. 86).
N. J. D. White discusses the relevance
of this exhortation. He writes: “ There was
an element of deilia in Tim othy’s natural
disposition which must have been prejudicial
to his efficiency as a Church ruler. For that
position is needed (a) force of character,
which if not natural may be inspired by
consciousness of a divine appointment, (b)
love, w hich is not softness, and (c) selfdiscipline, w hich is opposed to all easy selfindulgence w hich issues in laxity of admin
istration” (EGT, IV, 155).
Tim othy had been brought up by his
mother and grandmother (v. 5), two devout
Jewish Christians. His Greek father (Acts
16:1), w ho was probably a pagan, evidently!
left the religious training of his son to the
two women. These factors may have con
tributed to the fact that Tim othy’s per
sonality was more gentle than rugged.
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Throughout Paul’s tw o letters to Tim othy
he exhorts his young associate to be firm,
and even stem (cf. 2:1; 4 :2 ). From Paul’s
correspondence with the Corinthians we
father that the apostle sent Tim othy to try
to straighten out the sad state o f affairs
among them. But the gentle-hearted young
man was no match for Paul’s harsh op 
ponents in Corinth. Soon afterward, Titus
succeeded where Tim othy had failed.
It has been suggested that the “love” and
the “self-discipline” must be present to
control the “power.” One might use the
automobile for an analogy. The higher the
horsepower of the engine, the m ore one
needs power brakes and pow er steering.
And the man behind the w heel must be in
control at all times.

DOCTRINAL

■STUDIES
B y R o ss E. Price*

Some Leading Authorities Speak
of the
Old Man in Rom. 6:6
(A rticle 12 in a series)
It has been our contention that Paul is
not talking about the human, physical body
under the term “ the old man.” The body
as such can have no m oral predicate at
tached to it. This can pertain only to the
real man w ho inhabits and uses that body.
Hence Philip Schaff, writing in Lange’s
Commentary, says: “ There is not the slight
est reference to a literal destruction o f one’s
literal body. This physical b od y instead of
being annihilated is to be sanctified (I Cor.
6:20; I Thess. 5:23; Rom . l S : ^ ) . ” 1 With
this Lange him self is in full agreement
when he says: “ The Old Man is not the real
man, nor the natural man, but sin, w hich
has pervaded man as the plasmatic phan
tom of his nature, and, as an ethical can•District superintendent, R ocky M ountain D is
trict
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cer, threatens to consume him.” 2 Then he
continues:
“ Those w ho designate the real body of
man as the source of sin, abolish the real
idea of sin. Even the expression that the
body is not the source but the seat of sin,
is not correct in reference to the tendency
of the wicked, and is only conditionally
correct in reference to the life o f the pious,
in w hom sin, as sinfulness, as a tempting
propensity in the bodily part o f the being
has its seat.” 3
So Schaff again states: “As ‘the old man’
is the pseudo-plasmatic phantom of a man,
so is ‘the body of sin’ the phantom of a
body in man consisting o f his w hole sin
fulness; and so, further on is the body of
death (Rom. 7:24), the phantom of a cor
poreal pow er o f death encompassing man.” 4
One o f the keenest commentators on the
Epistle to the Romans is Philippi. His two
volum es w ere translated from the German
b y J. S. Banks. Philippi’s comments on
Rom . 6:6 are incisive. Speaking of the cru ci
fixion o f the old man and the destruction of
the body of sin he says: “ It is, as to its na
ture, a destruction of the sinful principle in
us, an annihilation of corrupt desire and
inclination.” 5 He notes that the to be bap
tized unto the death of Christ, the to be
buried with him through baptism into death,
the to becom e joined in the likeness o f his
death, subjectively regarded, is nothing else
than a to be crucified together of the
old man, a to be destroyed of the body of the
sin (principle). Accordingly, knowing this
is neither to be taken as confirmatory nor
causal; but the participle, as often (cf. Rom.
2 :4 ), sim ply continues the construction and
is equal to and this w e know."
He then comments as follow s: “ The
phrase palaios anthropos is therefore a per
sonification, not of the form er mode of
conduct (Col. 3:9; praxeis autou are distin
guished from the palaios anthropos him
self), but o f the previous (sinful) character
of ruling tendency o f the w hole life.” 7
And he continues: “ . . . that the body of
sin might be destroyed, specifies the purpose
of ho palaios hem on anthropos sunestaurothe. But as the katargesthai of the soma
appears here as the end and aim of the
sunestanrothe, it can only be understood of
an actual annihilation, not of a mere ces
sation of activity, a reduction to inactivity.
The soma tes hamartias cannot then d e
note the psysical, material body, in so far
as it is the seat or organ of sin; for this
is on ly destroyed by natural death (cf.
I Cor. 6:13, katargein ten koilian) . . .
Hamartia is conceived as a soma, and in the
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crucifixion of the old man, not the actual
body, but this soma tes hamartias is d e
stroyed.” 8
In short, Philippi contends that the death
is a spiritual one and the crucifixion is of
a spiritual principle sin; it is the body of the
sin principle that is destroyed by this cru
cifixion.
Here St. Paul adds the phrase tou m eketi
douleuein hemas te hamartia, “to the end
that w e should no longer be the servants of
the sin principle.” On this phrase John Cal
vin exclaims, “ Note the final abolition.” 9
Returning to Philippi, he states: “ A s in
verse four our walk in a new life is d e 
scribed as the end of our spiritual resurrec
tion, so here it is described as the end of
our spiritual death with Christ that we
should no longer render obedience to sin.
We are to do what God did in us. Because
sin’s dominion over us is abolished, w e are
no longer to serve it.” 10
Once again, then, may w e insist that it is
the baptism with the Holy Spirit (since it
is a baptism into death) that is the cause
of the death of the old man. Therefore it
cannot be its consequent or subsequent.
In the previous article w e noted that
Paul’s Greek term for crucify is in the
aorist passive indicative third person singu
lar of the w ord stauroo, plus the prefixed
preposition sun. In its classical meaning
this term signified “to fence in b y driving
pales, i.e., stakes.” So for Paul it means “ to
crucify b y nailing down.” We also noted
Burton’s comment on the aktionsart (kind
of action) signified b y the aorist tense. In
his comments on Gal. 5:24 he says: “ The
aorist estaurosan, since it affirms cru ci
fixion of the flesh as a past fact in the e x 
perience of all who are of Christ, but as
signs the act to no specific point of time, is
best translated by the English perfect (have
cru cified).” 11
He then turns his attention to Rom. 6:6,
where he observes the phrase, “ Our old man
is [has been] crucified,” on w hich he com 
ments: “ The choice of stauroo in preference
to other words signifying ‘to put to death’
suggests that it is the death o f Jesus on the
cross which has impelled us to slay the
pow er within us that makes for unrighteous
ness.” 12
Here Philip Schaff calls attention to the
fact that “ the violence and effective energy
of death on the cross is in order that the
body o f sin might be destroyed.” 13
In our previous article w e also noted
that hina is used with the subjunctive of
katarged. This is the “ telic” use of hina,
“ in order that” (in order that the body of
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the sin principle m i g h t be destroyed).
Now the voice of katarged is passive. And
for the meaning of the passive of this verb
Liddell and Scott use the phrase “ to be
abolished.”
“ So w hat?” you may ask. We reply, the
death of the old man is the death outright
and forthrightly of the sin principle. It is
m ore than a change of mode of conduct; it
is a removal of the sinful character and the
ruling tendency of the carnal mind.

'P h ilip S chaff in L ange’s Com m entary or
Romans, p. 203.
-J. P. Lange, in L ange’s Com m entary on
Romans, p. 207.
-h o c. cit.
■Sclia.ff, in L an ge’s Com m entary on R o m a n s ,
p. 203.
BFriedrieh A dolph Philippi, Com m entary on St,
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans (Edinburgh; T. & T
Clark, 1878; 2 vols ; J. S. Banks, trans.). I, 297
“Loc. cit.
"Ibid., p. 298.
sLoc. cit.
^Calvin, Com m entary on Romans, ad loc.
'"P hilip pi, op. cit.. p. 299.
! 1E. D. Burton, The Epistle to the Galatiam
(I.C .C .), pp. 319-20.
12Ibid., p. 320.
'■'Schaff in Lange's C om m entary on Romans,
p. 203.

A prayer meeting meditation

The Stewardship of Life

Stewardship implies management. It is
the managing of life and its resources to the
glory of God and the good of mankind. 11
involves all our resources, mental, material,
and spiritual ones. Mental capacities and
abilities are to be used to think God’s
thoughts after Him, and plan the welfare oi
others as w ell as one’s ow n interest.
We are not owners o f the material re
sources w e have control of. They are pre
sented to us as a trust, w hich w e are tc
manage for the Owner, God himself. They
are all His and m ay be required at out
hands without a m om ent’s notice. There
fore hold them loosely.
Spiritual resources are derived from God,
the Giver of life and all spiritual blessing.
These too are to be channeled and directed
so as to bring the greatest glory to God,
and the maximum good to others.
Stewardship also implies sharing our re
sources. Sharing the resources of life is
the heart and core of Christian experience.
They must be shared or lost, given out or
given up. The one-talent man in the para
ble is an example. He kept what was en
trusted to him and lost it. Others shared
and gained.
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The positive element in the stewardship
of sharing is that one is never impoverished,
but rather enriched. Peter and John had
no less grace after sharing such as they had
with the crippled man, but I rather think
they received a new touch on their ow n
souls. The boy that shared his loaves and
fishes suffered no lack—his needs w ere
fully met—as w ere those o f thousands of
others.
C. A . H i g g i n s
Las Cruces, N.M.

D. It prepares one for heaven.
E d B ennett

Evangelist, San Antonio Dist.

A funeral sermon for a Christian

No New Experience
S c r ip t u r e :

Rev. 7:13-17

T herefore are th ey before the throne
of God, and serve him day and night in his
tem ple: and he that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them (v. 15).

Text:

I n t r o d u c t io n :

Salvation
I. W h a t S a l v a t i o n I s n ’ t

A. Is isn’t praying.
One prays when in trouble, in af
fliction, in storms, in jail, etc.
B. It isn’t fasting.
Monks, Buddhists, Modernists, un
saved often fast.
C. It isn’t good works.
Unsaved financiers donate huge fo r 
tunes to churches and cult w ork.
D. It isn’t quitting specific sins.
N on-p-ofessors quit liquor, dope, to
bacco, dances, theaters, etc.
E. It isn’t conviction.
II.

W h a t S a l v a t io n

Is

A. It is a spiritual deliverance from sin.
B. It is a deliverance from death.
C. It is an act of being saved—
From sin in this present world,
worldliness, filthy habits, evil as
sociates, etc.
ITT. W

hat

S a l v a t io n D

oes

A. It m akes one Christlike.
Gentle, kind, generous, loving, hum 
ble, etc.
B. It causes one to break with sin.
“ Old things are passed away.”
C. It m akes one faithful—
To G od’s cause, to perishing souls,
to self, to neighbors, and to God.
January, 1971

A. Death is a new experience for all who
pass through it.
1. We see it touch other lives and
other homes.
2. It is new to us as it touches those
in our own families and our ow n circle of
close friends.
3. Each person experiences it finally
for himself.
B. Y et there are some things about the
life hereafter that w ill not be new at all
for the Christian. I suggest three o f them:
I.

K

ence

n o w in g
at

D

G

od

N ee d B e N o N e w E x p e r i 

eath.

God has prepared a w onderful w ay for
us to know Him:
A. Despite the truth that “ all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of G od”
(all polluted)
B. Despite His holiness
1. He cannot look on sin.
2. He cannot excuse sin.
C. Christ has died for our sins.
1. Our friend would not plead the
merits of his life for his salvation, as good
as that life appeared to us.
2. His plea w ould be the sufficient
sacrifice of Jesus Christ and that sacrifice
alone.
D. By confessing our sins and accepting
Christ’s sacrifice for us, WE CAN KNOW
GOD—as He comes to our hearts.
II.

S e r v in g G

en ce for the

od

D

W

il l

ead i n

Be No

N e w E x p e r i

C h r is t .

A.
Serving Him is the occupation of
Christians on earth.
1. Jesus commanded that w e put God
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first: “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
C o n c l u s io n :
and his righteousness; and all these things
Faith’s eye sees our departed loved one
[the temporal needs of our lives] shall be
not in a casket, but in the presence of Deity!
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).
A. K now ing and loving Him
2.
When w e have God, He promises all
B. Approaching His throne
the necessities of life. And strangely, earth
ly treasures do not matter so much!
C. Doing His bidding
B.
“ Set your affection on things above,
Ross R. C r i b b i s
not on things on the earth” (Col. 3 :2 ).
Peabody, Mass.
1. Things on earth are:
a. Unsatisfying
b. Unnecessary to our happiness
c. Illus.: In the death of m y own
mother, how surprised I was when I was
able to turn m y back on the furniture, the
home, and everything except a few k eep
"The Good Way"
sakes, turn the lock, and sell everything!
Mother was gone, and it wasn’t home any
( Continued from page 1)
more.
2. Heavenly treasures are:
zeal born of the conviction that men arc
a. Satisfying
lost forever who do not accept and fol
b. A ble to keep us from anxiety
low Jesus Christ.
about this life
The choice that has been perpetually
c. Helpful in increasing our ability
before
the Church is ours to make foi
to serve God
our decade, our generation, and our suc
d. Useful in preparing us to face
cessors. Shall we blend into the religious
death with anticipation
III.

T h e T h rone

E x p e r ie n c e

of

G o d N ee d B e N o N

ew

(Christians pray).

A. Without much prayer, Christians are
anemic and weak.
1. Many lose their w ay because they
do not wear a path into G od’s presence.
Illus.: Pastors are often confronted
with the task of learning their w ay around
in a new city. I usually establish a central
spot w hich I recognize. When lost, I find
that spot and start out again from there.
So the Christian—find G od’s presence; start
out again from there.
2. Those too busy to pray are TOO
BUSY.
3. Some places I call as a pastor, I
find it awkward to pray.
B. Prayer was never out o f place in the
home of our friend.
1. It fit—church papers, Bible were
conspicuously there.
2. It was expected.
3. It was a joy, not once, but many
times a day.
C. Heaven w ill be a continuation o f those
visits to the throne.
1. We w ill be comfortable at the
throne then if w e are comfortable there
now.
2. So let us all get comfortable in
G od’s presence.
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and moral complexion of our times? Oi
shall we resist the temptation to take the
easier, more popular way and choose
“ the good way” ?
A great r e s p o n s i b i li t y rests upon
the shoulders of all preachers. From the
ones just now receiving licenses to the
most honored, trusted leaders, they have
a solemn duty. Close beside them are
the teachers, whether in Sunday school,
college, or seminary classroom. They
“make up the hedge, and stand in the
gap” or the line of least resistance is
breached and the order to advance is
met by feeble response.
Shall we take the broader, easier way
that leads to oblivion? Or shall we main
tain our distinctiveness in doctrine, ex
perience, and practice and continue to
be a force for God and holiness in the
world? We make the choice.

If you w ould like to leave footprints in
the sands o f time, you had better wear
w ork shoes.

*

*

*

The serm on is the on ly com m odity of
w hich the people prefer short measure.
The Nazarene Preacher

flock pastor is a layman who has been
appointed to have oversight of mem
bers and prospects in his geographical
area. It is his duty to contact the pastor
of the church whenever anyone is in
need.
By A s a H. S p a rk s*
“Ideas That W ork” w ill be supplied
through 1971 by Asa H. Sparks, organized
each month around a specific phase of
church activity. Subjects w ill include Stew
ardship, Letters, A dm inistration, Revivals,
and others. Instead o f one idea elaborated,
a dozen or so ideas w ill be offered in
germinal form. Readers can help their
brethren by sending their best ideas to
“Idea Sparks,” 1620 Garland Ave., Gas
tonia. N.C. 28052.
All ideas used w ill be credited to the con 
tributors.—Editor.

Preaching and Pastoral Care
1. Little’s Cross and Crown system is
an excellent incentive for attendance on
a faithful basis. However, Pastor, don’t
fail to write a letter of appreciation to
those who achieve this award each year.
2. Have you thought of having regular
open house at the pastor’s study in
which people are invited to come in and
> talk with the pastor? Evening hours are
best for most working families.
3. You use the pastoral counseling
books available from the Nazarene Pub
lishing House. Personalize these by
mimeographing an insert to go in the
booklets. Now That You’ve Joined the
Church can be personalized by making
up your own “ Welcome New Member”
pamphlet.
4. Something which is very effective
in the small town is the personal letter
of sympathy to unchurched families who
have had accidents, serious illness, or
death in the family.
5. Many of our pastors have had great
success with the flock pastor concept. A
•Pastor, Gastonia, N.C.
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6. Encourage good churchmanship in
renewing of faith and fellowship by
sending at least a first-anniversary card
to all the new members in the church.
7. To have a love feast get your local
church garden hobbyist to bring to the
church enough roses and rosebuds to
give at least one to every member of the
congregation. We simply pile them in a
beautiful disarray on the Communion
table. A t the close of the sermon ask
each person to take his rose and hand
it to someone as an expression of appre
ciation for him.
8. The same idea can be expressed
with an appreciation night. Only on ap
preciation night stipulate that the per
son must be someone to whom they have
never expressed appreciation before. In
most churches some people never re
ceive credit and others receive much.
9. You can adapt Operation Quick
Start or the Buddy System to your
church. The “buddies” are asked to be
assistant pastors to the weaker members
of the flock.
10. Most of the pastors now send
birthday cards to their Sunday school
scholars, but your thoughtfulness-file
should include much more than this. As
you learn them, add anniversaries, spir
itual birthdays, etc.
11. Wedding programs add that little
extra touch for the perfect wedding.
Stock program covers can be ordered
from Nationwide Press, Box 9552,
Raleigh, N.C.

Let those things you have and need not,
serve those w ho need and have not.

*

*

*

Nothing is easier to pick up and harder
to drop than prejudice.

CALENDAR OF PROCRASTINATOR
J A N U A R Y — “ I h e re b y r e s o lv e to start
to ch u rch this yea r. B u t I ’ll w ait till
F eb ru a ry . G otta get o v e r th e holidays.
T h e y take a lo t ou t o f a fe llo w .”

BULLETIN

THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR
Enough hope to keep you happy,
Enough trials to keep you strong,
Enough happiness to keep you cheerful,
Enough sorrow to keep you human.
Enough success to keep you eager,
Enough failure to keep you humble,
Enough friends to give you comfort,
Enough wealth to meet your needs,
Enough enthusiasm to look fonoard,
Enough faith to banish depression,
Enough determination to make each day
better than the day before.
Santa P au la, Calif.
B ernard
P. H e r t e l , pastor

F E B R U A R Y — “ W ea th er is terrib le.
start w h e n it w a rm s up a b it.”

I ’ll

M A R C H — “ L ots o f sick n ess ju st now.
G o t to k eep a w a y fro m th ose b u g s .”
A P R IL --- “ E a ster— b ig
w o n ’t m iss m e .”

c r o w d s— t h e y

M A Y — “ I’ve b e e n h o le d up all winter,
and n o w that th e w e a th e r is getting
pretty , it’s tim e to get ou tsid e and w o rk .”
JU N E — “ I ’ll w a it u ntil the ch ild re n are
old er. T h e y ju st c a n ’t sit th rou g h two
s e rv ice s .”
J U L Y — “ T h e h eat is te rrific!
C an’t
stand to sit in ch u rch , and b esid es we
h a v e that ca b in and b oa t fo r S u n days.”
A U G U S T — “ P r e a c h e r is o n v acation . He
w ill n e v e r k n o w if I m iss.”

I SEARCHED MY HEART
A new year is just beginning;
The old year has passed away.
Everything I’ ve said and done
W ill be history today.
Did I live as close to Jesus
As He wanted me to live?
Did I withhold any com fort,
Joy, or help that I could give?
Have I let the H oly Spirit
Fill w ith faith and love divine?
Does the Christ so live w ithin me
That His blessed w ill is m ine?
If I’m criticized unjustly.
D o I turn the other cheek,
A nd then pray a little harder
F or that brother w ho is w eak?
For I believe His promises—
Yes, I know each one is true.
Christ shall be first in everything
Till His blessed face I view.
—Mrs. Viola Leckie
The Freep orter
Ray Hoskins, pastor
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S E P T E M B E R — “ S c h o o l has started. V a
cation th rew m e b eh in d in m y w ork.
G o t to m a k e o n e last v isit to m y rela
tives b e fo r e the sn o w flie s .”
O C T O B E R — “ L e a v e s are b e a u tifu l this
tim e o f y ear. I can w o rs h ip G o d ou t
d o o r s — k id s w ill b e c o o p e d u p all w in 
ter, so . . .”
N O V E M B E R — “ G ettin g c o 1 d e r — can’t
stand w a rm ch u rch b u ild in g s w ith a lot
o f p e o p le in th em c ro w d in g m e. I ’ll
start b a ck w h e n it gets w a r m e r .”
D E C E M B E R — “ T h is is C h ristm as month
— n o tim e. B esid es the roa d s a re bad.
N ex t m on th is J a n u a ry and I ’ll resolve
righ t n o w to g et started first th in g next
y e a r .”

•
—Henryetta Bulletin
H:

$

$

The difference between gossip and news,
is whether you hear it or tell it.

*

*

*

The great tragedy of our time is that
those who should have something to say
don’t know how to say it. And those
who have nothing to say, say it well.
■—United Church Observer
The Nazarene Preacher
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AMONG BOOKS

All books reviewed can be ordered from
Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141.

Elcct in the Son
By Robert Shank (W estcott Publishers,
1970. Cloth, 242 pp., $4.95.)
This “Study of the Doctrine of Election”
is a sequel to Life in the Son, a “ Study of
the Doctrine of Perseverance,” w hich has
gone through six printings in the past 10
years. The earlier book is the most pow er
ful refutation available of unconditional
eternal security. N ow the author examines
the foundation of this idea in a false con 
cept of divine election.
The first point he makes is that “ the elec
tion of men is comprehended only in Christ”
(p. 27). God the Father elected the Son as
Savior and then elected us in Christ. A n 
other point the author stresses is this: “ The
election to salvation is corporate and com 
prehends individual men only in identifica
tion and association with the elect b od y”
(p. 48). He further notes that the death of
Jesus was a moral necessity with respect to
God and a mediatorial necessity with re
spect to men (p. 65). Against the claim that
we must believe in either a limited atone
ment or universalism, Shank insists on “ an
objective atonement sufficient for all men,
efficient for the elect” (p. 71). Again he
writes: “ The atonement is efficacious for
all men potentially, for no man uncondi
tionally, and for the Israel of God efficient
ly" (pp. 85-86).
Since Calvin put great stress on Romans
9—11 as supporting his doctrine of absolute
divine election, Shank makes a careful an
alysis of these chapters. He rightly insists
that “Paul’s consideration in Rom. 9:6-29
is the question of the circumstance of Israel,
rather than the personal salvation of indi
vidual m en” (p. 118). He shows that in
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Rom. 11:7, 14, 17-24, 32 election is proved
to be “potentially universal, corporate rather
than particular, and conditional rather than
unconditional” (p. 122).
Throughout the book there are copious
quotations from Calvin and Calvinistic theo
logians. Extreme statements in these w rit
ings are carefully refuted by scripture and
logic. It is difficult to see how anyone could
fail to be convinced by the author’s clear
reasoning.
Robert Shank has put us all deeply in his
debt by these tw o outstanding volumes.
A n y of our preachers who fail to read Life
in the Son are apt to find themselves un
prepared to meet the argument of those who
teach “ once in grace, always in grace.” They
are not facing up realistically to their re
sponsibility in this important matter. Those
who have been thrilled and informed by
reading the earlier volume w ill need no
urging to procure Elect in the Son and thus
strengthen the foundations of their under
standing of the biblical doctrine of election.
R

alph

E arle

Evangelism Explosion
By James Kennedy (Grason Co., 1970.
Leatherette-bound, 176 pp., $4.95.)
Dr. James Kennedy is pastor of the Coral
Ridge Presbyterian Church at Fort Lauder
dale—the fasting growing church in the U.S.
The phenomenal growth— in a few years
from nothing to almost 3,000 attendance in
four Sunday morning services and a budget
of three-quarters of a million—is due to the
practical program of an entire congregation
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motivated and mobilized to perform the task
of evangelism.
This book is a classroom manual to help
churches, pastors, and laymen learn how to
do person-to-person evangelism, and care
fully and completely spells out a working
program. A n y pastor, any size church—if
they follow this comprehensive manual—
can see results. The author tells h ow to
train laymen, how to present the Gospel,
how to use testimony, how to handle ob jec
tions, do’s and don’ts, youth evangelism, and
how to follow up contacts. The book in
cludes extra wide margins for notes, also
perforated cards for scripture memorization
and plan of salvation.

120 easy-to-read devotional messages
w ritten especially for men, including such
subjects as: “ Steward or Squatter,” “ Self
Management,” “ Success in Business,” “Fail
ure at Home,” etc.

To Pray and to Grow
By Flora Slosson W uellner (Abingdon,
1970. Cloth, 159 pp., $4.25.)
This book presents the pow ers and prob
lems encountered in an active prayer life.
Answers questions such as: H ow do I get
beyond thinking prayer is good discipline
and finding it the most exciting experience
in the w orld? H ow can I kn ow G od’s will?
H ow does God guide m e? What happens
when I hit a dry spell?

Somebody Say Glory
B y the Lang Sisters (Fleming H. Revell Co.,
1970. Paper, 127 pp., $1.95.)
The personal story of the three Lang sis
ters, whose budding career in the secular
w orld of recording, TV, and nightclub en
tertaining was skyrocketing to stardom,
when the eldest became a Christian and up
set the applecart—temporarily. With humor
and enthusiasm each of the girls tells of
her surrender to Christ and the changes
wrought in their new life.
This book is especially fine for young
people. The girls’ answer to such questions
as, Can a Christian be a nightclub enter
tainer? allows for no compromise in full
surrender. In their ow n words, “ Nothing
was left out w hen w e w ere converted . . .
Christ changed everything that needed
changing.”
K. J o h n s o n

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL
Pulpit in the Shadows
B y Freddie Gage, The U n d e r w o r l d
Preacher (Zondervan, 1970. Paper, 125 pp.,
95c.)
The story of an unfortunate boy w ho lived
in the shadows and was com pletely throttled
b y sin, and his story of spiritual liberation.
The author is the founder and director of
the Freddie Gage Evangelistic Association,
Inc., a ministry exclusively devoted to
reaching youth w ho are victims of drug
abuse. He has addressed m ore than 500 high
school and college student bodies. He is a
Baptist-ordained minister w ho is called “ a
minister to the unreachables.”

The Rudy Atwood Story

Books Received

DEVOTIONAL

B y Rudy A tw ood (Flem ing H. Revell Co.,
1970. Cloth, 126 pp., $3.50.)
The story from his earliest days through
m ore than 31 years as pianist for “ The Old
Fashioned Revival Hour.”

Still Higher for His Highest
B y Oswald J. Chambers (Zondervan, 1970.
Cloth, 192 pp., scripture index, $2.95.)
A sequel to M y Utmost for His Highest
w hich constitutes a commentary on reallife issues by this w ell-know n, always help
fu l writer.

Perspective— Devotional Thoughts for Men
B y Richard Halverson (Zondervan, 1957,
1970. Paper, 157 pp., 95c.)
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PASTORAL AND A DMINISTRATIVE
To Build a Church
B y John E. M orse (Holt, Rinehart, and
Winston, 1969. Cloth, 171 pp., $5.95.)
A thorough examination of the problems
faced b y architects, pastors, and building
committees. Provides clear discussions on
such k ey subjects as: the relation of form
and function to the church’s purpose, role
of architect, need for building committees to
The Nazarene Preacher

prepare a written program of the church’s
activities, choice of site, etc. Recomm ended
by the Department of Home Missions, K an
sas City.

Getting Along with Difficult People
By Friedrich Schmitt (Fortress Press,
1970. Paper, 113 pp., $2.50.)
The author is a practicing physician w ho
gives forthright advice on com m on mistakes
as well as positive ideas to help us deal
with people we encounter every day. W ith
out attempting to make us into amateur
psychologists, he points toward the kind of
compassion and w isdom w e need to build
more harmonious relationships. Lutheran
in doctrinal orientation.

PREACHING RESOURCES
All the Parables o f Jesus
By Robert L. Cargill (Broadman Press,
1970. Cloth, 127 pp., $2.95.)
An inspirational interpretation of the pa
rables and h ow they relate to life today.
Jesus would take an obvious object in the
world and reveal some spiritual truth b e 
fore unseen. Full of illustrations from ev 
eryday experiences, this book deals with
some of the best loved passages in the B i
ble. Recommended.

What’s Good About God?
By H oover Rupert (Abingdon Press, 1970.
Cloth, 173 pp., $4.50.)
Resources for the discerning (and cau
tious) clergyman.

Written by the author of Black and Free.
Skinner contends for vital revolution—the
core of which is a radical, untried Christian
ity, found in the revolutionary Jesus Christ.
He leads a REAL revolution—completely
restructures the person He touches, and that
person restructures the society in which he
works. The only workable plan of change
—operates from the inside out. Eternal se
curity stance, but revealing insights into the
real state o f Am erica and its need.
The Dynamics of School Integration:
Problems and Approaches in a
Northern City
B y Donald H. Bauma and James Hoffman
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1968. Cloth,
158 pp., $3.95.) Extensive bibliography and
complete indexes.
The Growing Church Lobby in Washington
B y James L. Adams (Wm. B. Eerdmans
Pub. Co., 1970. Cloth, index, 294 pp., $6.95.)

CHRISTIAN HOME
Our Children Are our Best Friends
B y Mark W. L ee (Zondervan, 1970. Cloth,
221 pp., index, $4.95.)
The author is president of Simpson Bible
College. Couples in the Bible are used to
illustrate both the best and the worst in the
marriage relationship. The chapters include:
Classical Concept of Marriage, W hy Par
ents Find It Tough, Samsonitis, Puppy Love
and the Pups, The Passing Woodshed, etc.
Thoroughly contemporary. Pastors w ill not
only read this, but use it in counseling and
probably want to distribute it.

Death Is All Right
By Glenn H. A squith (Abington, 1970.
Cloth, 64 pp., $2.50.)
In beautiful language the benefits of
death are depicted. Unfortunately, no ref
erence is made to the Cross, which alone
can turn death from unmitigated disaster to
a boon. A n on-biblical universalism seems
to be the assumption.

SOCIAL ISSUES
Words of Revolution
B y Tom Skinner (Zondervan, 1970. Cloth,
171 pp., $3.95.)
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ID E A S
THAT WORK
Dialogue with an Empty
Tithe Box
Did you ever have a conversation
Well, I did—in
front of my whole congregation the last
Sunday of December. [It was 1969, but
w ith your tithe box?

we’ll bring ourselves up to date.—Edi
tor.]
“ Good Sunday morning, Number 75.
Y ou’re certainly light in weight, and
you sound unmistakably empty.”
“ Yes, faithfulness has made me so.”
“ I must say you have been my ever
present reminder, throughout all the
weeks that have passed, that God’s work
does not succeed by accident. There
have been times when you have been
a hungry prod to my conscience, cry
ing, ‘More! More! More! Don’t forget
God’s bills come due at His house.’ ”
“ Well,” continues Number 75, “ I do
suppose I’ ll have to admit I didn’t in
tend to exist on a diet in 1970, and by
the faithfulness of many brothers and
sisters in the Tithe B ox family, elder
Brother Stewardship has gained quite a
few pounds. And if you don’t mind, and
wouldn’t hog all the public-address sys
tem, I’d like to address a few remarks
to the people today.”
So, quickly sensing a muse of inspira
tion coming over my empty tithe box,
I moved aside, and heard him say:
“ I am your tithe box for 1970.
“ I have been a valuable instrument of
Christian stewardship.
“ I have been an open door for the
welcoming of a number of other char
acter-building graces.
“ 1 have been the channel of blessing
that has made your churches’ ministry
possible, on both the local and the inter
national levels.
“ I have jabbed you, and prodded you
every week. But God has helped you
all to see the light of stewardship
growth.”
“Yes,” I replied, “there have been
times when I thought you were a little
bold. You have raced across our Sunday
bulletin page and the newsletter with
your slogans, and even your campaign.
You are empty! Whatever shall I d o?”
And quietly, but firmly, I heard my
tithe box say:
“ Go by the literature table in the
foyer and pick up my new brother for
1971.”
N e i l E. H i g h t o w e r
Emmanuel Church,
Toronto, Canada
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Preachers’
W ANTED—Sermons by J. B. and O. B. C ul
pepper, one volume. Write E. D. Messer,
Rte. 1, B ox 184, Abilene, Tex. 79601.
FREE— for paying shipping charges— an al
most complete set (13 issues missing) of
Christianity Today from the the beginning
through 1970. Allan W. Miller, 510 E. B er
keley St., Gladstone, Ore. 97027.
FOR SALE— Compendium of Christian T he
ology, by W. B. Pole, $3.00; The N ew Life
in Christ, J. A. Beet, $1.00; Doctrine of R ec
onciliation, Jesus and the Gospel, Studies
in Theology, all b y James Denny, $5.00 for
all; L ife of Adam Clarke, $2.00; 16 books by
F. W. Boreham, $12.00; and others (total of
50 books for $60.00 including postage).
Write for list. Harold Cheatle, 75 Sapling
Road, Bolton, Lancashire, England.

CALENDAR

DIGEST

JANUARY—
NWMS Prayer l'or Revival
Worldwide
3 Family Altar Sunday
Nazarene Family Week
31 Youth Week Begins
FEBRUARY—
STEWARDSHIP MONTH
NWMS Alabaster and Prayer
Chart
14 Seminary Sunday
21 Brotherhood Week Begins
24 Ash Wednesday
MARCH—
5 World Day of Prayer
7 Cradle Roll Sunday
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Som etim e ago Superintendent R oy J. Y eider, of the Can
ada P acific and Alaska districts, did a little private research on
two intriguing questions: A t what age w ere Nazarene preachers
converted, and from what size churches did they com e? He
sent his questionnaire to 73 district superintendents, 35 college
presidents and general ch u rch leaders, and to 190 pastors, repre
senting a cross section of Canadian and A m erican pastorates.
The results as to age at conversion w ere m ore confirm ing than
surprising. A m on g 28 church leaders w ho replied none was
converted after 21 years, and 18 w ere saved betw een nine and
17 years. A pparen tly if G od is going to develop a top-level
churchm an, H e must have all his life! The pastor might reflect
soberly on this the next time children com e to the altar. The
chance is good that in the group m ay be a future general super
intendent, execu tive secretary, or college president, whereas
am ong an equal num ber o f seekers over 21 years o f age the
chance w ould be nil! D oes this not suggest that ou r tendency
to re joice m ore over adult seekers than over ou r juniors and
teen-agers is highly illogical? The picture is a little different
with district superintendents. Out o f 63 w ho responded, only
fo u r w ere con verted betw een 22 and 30, non e thereafter. W ith
the pastors, the statistics are not quite so severe. Out of 146
w ho returned the questionnaire, 21 w ere converted betw een 22
and 30 (11 p ercen t). One pastor serving a church o f 14 m em 
bers was con verted at 53 years o f age, w hile another, leading a
church o f 79 m em bers, was brought to the L ord at age 55. These
m en prove that some m easure o f useful service in the m inistry
is possible fo r latecom ers, but their num ber proves just as de
cisively that the likelihood is small. If the church wants preach
ers. it had better win and nurture the children. So— in 1971 we
had better be about it!
Until next month,

Pastor's Remembrance Pli

Public-Reladons Program
a new addition to the P.R.P. fam ily

Now there are 4

DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR USE BY PASTORS/ECONOMICALLY PRICED

The PASTOR’S REMEMBRANCE PLAN /PUBLIC-RELA TIO N S
PROGRAM requires an investment of only minutes each
week. Yet the benefits are many. The lovely ca rd s can
be your answ er to a system atic method of remem bering
sp ecia l o ccasio n s, developing a clo se r rapport with your
m em bers, and contacting prospects.
Dignified and beautiful, they exp ress your thoughts with
m eaning and sin cerity in prose, scripture, and a prayer,
conveying appropriate Christian sentim ents. Rich-grain
greeting card stock, 4'/2 x 5% ", with m atching envelope.

C o n v a le s c e n c e ( “ A P r a y e r in T im e o f Illn e s s from
Your P a sto r” )
R ECO R D S U P P L IE S
In s t r u c t io n S h e e t . O u t lin e s in d e ta il th e p ro fit
d u r e s to fo llo w .
FRES
5

C h u r c h R e c o r d D a te S h e e t . S i z e 8 V2 x 1 1 . F 01
s e c t io n s (d a y s ) p e r s h e e t fo r e n t e r in g birthday!
a n n iv e r s a r ie s , a n d o th e r in fo r m a tio n on th a t da;
10 0 fo r $2.51

Pastor, if you haven’t started the PASTOR’S REMEMBRANCE
PLAN in your church, you will want to join the hundreds of
pastors who are already su cce ssfu lly using it.
G R E E T IN G C A R O S
G - 7 1 4 (N e w ) B e r e a v e m e n t (" A P r a y e r in th e H o u r o f
B e re a v e m e n t” )
q _71 i B ir t h d a y ( “A B ir t h d a y P r a y e r fro m Y o u r P a s t o r " )
G -7 1 2 A n n iv e r s a r y (“ A n A n n iv e r s a r y P r a y e r fro m Y o u r
P a sto r” )

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

F a m ily R e c o r d C a r d . S iz e 4 x 6". S p a c e fo r coi
p le te in fo r m a tio n .
S2 0|

J Ol

V in y l B in d e r. 3 - r in g , 10 x 11 Vz".
M o n th ly In d e x D iv id e r s - 3 -r in g ,
t a b s - f o r b in d e r.
S -1 4 6

R e c o r d C a r d F ile B o x

b la c k

leathi
t

S2.U
$ 2 .o l

NOTE: Suggested o rd e r fo r c h u rc h o f 150 in a tte n d a n ce : 100 R-125|
100 R-126; 150 G-711; 50 G-712; 50 G -703; 50 G-714.
(W RITE FOR SAM PLES.)
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